
Important Policies and Objectives

Policy 1 - Business
Development
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UnimportantDon’t know/
Prefer not to respond

The City will support 
retention and 
expansion of 
existing businesses, 
growth and creation 
of entrepreneurial 
business, and 
attraction of new 
businesses that 
align with 
Sherwood’s 
Community Vision 
and provide a 
diverse mix of 
economic activity. 

Policy 2 - Land 
Supply
The City will provide 
a 20-year supply of 
suitable commercial 
and industrial land 
on sites with a 
variety of 
characteristics (e.g., 
site sizes, locations, 
visibility) and 
manage the supply 
of employment land 
to make most 
efficient use of 
commercial and 
industrial land. 

Policy 3 - 
Infrastructure
Support

Develop strategies 
to provide adequate 
infrastructure to 
accelerate and 
support 
employment 
growth, with a focus 
on available 
employment area.

Encourage development of private employment to increase the 
city’s tax base through faster growth of employment than 
housing.
Support business growth in Sherwood to diversify and expand 
commercial and industrial development in order to provide 
employment opportunities and expand the tax base. 
Retain and encourage growth of existing and new businesses in 
Sherwood. Allow and encourage development of commercial 
and industrial areas.

Support growth of businesses that create destinations and 
experiences for residents of Sherwood and visitors to 
Sherwood.
Provide opportunities for workforce development and training 
that meets the needs of new and existing business in Sherwood.

Provide for an adequate supply of commercial and industrial 
land to accommodate the types and amount of economic 
development and growth anticipated in the future.
Provide a range of site sizes and locations to accommodate the 
market needs of a variety of commercial and industrial 
employment uses.
Maintain an adequate short-term supply of suitable commercial 
and industrial land to respond to economic development 
opportunities as they arise.

Monitor and replenish the short-term supply and total available 
commercial and industrial land on a regular, periodic basis.

Support and encourage infill and redevelopment, especially in 
existing commercial areas, as a way to use land and existing 
infrastructure more efficiently. 
Continue to provide flexibility in Sherwood’s development code 
to support non-retail commercial and industrial development 
with the Target Industries identified in the EOA.
Explore options for more mixed-use development in Sherwood 
to provide more space for commercial, flex and incubator 
development within the City limits.
Develop criteria, in conjunction with objectives and actions of 
this chapter, to identify industrial or commercial areas that are 
more appropriate for other uses.

Pursue funding for needed infrastructure to support business 
expansion and private investments in businesses and job 
growth.  
Provide opportunities to develop infrastructure and emerging 
technologies to support employment growth, ensuring access to 
the broader Portland Region. 

Provide opportunities to develop infrastructure in the Tonquin 
Employment Area to support development-ready sites.

Seek funding to support infrastructure development in the 
Tonquin Employment Area and in other areas of Sherwood 
through grants and other programs to support infrastructure 
development.

Continue to coordinate capital improvement planning to ensure 
infrastructure availability on employment land.

Support local and regional transportation projects that improve 
regional connectivity.  

Attract businesses identified as Target Industries in Sherwood’s 
Economic Opportunities Analysis to develop in Sherwood.

Support the creation, development, and retention of small, 
entrepreneurial businesses in Sherwood.
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Comment Themes
General Comments

• Strong desire to diversify tax base and reduce residential tax burden
• Concern/questions about allocation of additional commercial tax revenue
• Concern that incentives will work against this goal (e.g. tax breaks reduce revenue)

• Concerns regarding traffic congestion, growth, retaining small-town character and reduction of 
quality of life

• Desire to reduce proliferation of vacant commercial space 
• Ensuring commercial development is bike- and pedestrian-oriented
• Some feel policies and objectives are too vague and/or difficult to understand

Policy 1

• Desire for local, higher wage jobs
• Desire for additional entertainment, food, shopping and grocery options
• Emphasis on promoting local, small, community-based businesses

• Wal-Mart and Ross are frequently cited as types of development to avoid
• Development of Old Town

Policy 2

• Ensuring land for development is suitable and desired for growth by residents
• Concern about environmental impacts associated with development (e.g. trees, greenspaces, 

nature, etc.)
• Desire to ensure greenspaces aren’t compromised by development
• Concern regarding loss of surrounding farmland

• Sense that existing development is over-extensive concrete and pavement
• Questions regarding the 20 year timeframe – why this timeframe and how is land supply deter-

mined?
• Desire to prioritize existing urbanized land

Policy 3

• Ensure infrastructure to support commercial/industrial is in place
• Heavy emphasis on adequate transportation networks

• Sense that existing roads are not adequate to support growth
• Concern about development feasibility of employment lands
• Concern about public transportation, especially light rail


