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LIBRARY NEWS

POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWS

HELP FIREFIGHTERS QUICKLY FIND YOUR HOME      BY TUALATIN VALLEY FIRE & RESCUE 

MAYOR UPDATES	

 With the new school year nearly upon us, the 
Sherwood School District looks forward with excite-
ment toward the new school year, including adapting 
to the changes that resulted from the work of last 
year that was designed to improve the quality of ser-
vice Sherwood schools offer kids, families and staff. 
The following includes some of the recent milestones 
within the District.

Over the course of the last few years, our district 
has been experiencing imbalances in enrollment 
in the elementary and middle schools, with some 
schools over capacity and others under. To ensure we 
could sustain quality education for all students and 
support teachers by providing manageable class sizes 
for future years to come, we needed to make some 
adjustments to the boundaries. In the fall of 2014, a 
Boundary Adjustment Committee was formed with 
12 Sherwood parent volunteers who worked with 
an outside facilitator to make recommendations for 
boundary adjustments throughout Sherwood School 
District. The Board of Directors adopted a modified 
boundary adjustment recommended by the Bound-
ary Adjustment Committee at their regular monthly 
meeting on March 11, 2015.  The changes will be in 
effect for the 2015-16 school year.

Regarding support for staff, an important tool 
used in ensuring that the District maintains high 
standards for learning, is providing time for staff to 
improve their practice through collaboration with 
colleagues and administrators. Because a large body 
of research supports the use of effective teacher 
collaboration (which has historically occurred during 
early release days) as a means for improving student 
outcomes, and because Sherwood Schools’ leader-
ship believes that there is always room for profes-
sional growth, administrators and teachers spent the 
2014-15 school year researching effective collabo-
ration practices. An important part of our research 
process was reaching out to stakeholder groups to 
seek feedback about changes to the current model 
that would allow staff more time to collaborate.  The 
Board of Directors approved a modification to the 
early release schedule in June 2015 to accommodate 
increased Collaboration Learning Teams (CLT) time 
for staff professional development. The changes are: 
early release day moved from Fridays to Wednes-
days; teams will meet fifteen times during the 
school year; collaboration time increased from 90 to 
120 minutes; compensated for increased collabora-
tion time by reducing conference days at all levels; 

compensated for increased collaboration time by adding 
five minutes to the instructional day at the elementary 
level.

We are excited about the adjustment to the CLT model 
and look forward to the positive effects it will ultimately 
have on learning for our students.

During the spring of 2014, Sherwood School District 
participated in an Organizational Assessment process dur-
ing which we learned that without a clear strategic plan 
in place, there can be confusion or lack of clarity about 
priorities and areas of focus. Recognizing this need and 
the importance it holds in aligning the goals for all staff 
and students, the District took a huge step in beginning to 
create a strategic plan by embarking into a visioning pro-
cess that began in the fall. Two Strategic Planning work 
sessions brought together Sherwood School District’s 
Board of Directors, district administrators, school staff, 
and community representatives, and offered opportuni-
ties for input during the process from additional stake-
holders and anyone interested in seeing the progress of 
the work. Administrators are currently working to define 
a meaningful, measurable strategic plan that will guide 
initiatives, the work we do, and the budgets we develop. 
The strategic plan is expected to be complete and intro-
duced to stakeholders in the 2015-16 school year.
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FEATURED PARTNER: SHER WOOD SCHOOL DISTRIC T

Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue (TVF&R) firefight-
ers responding to emergency calls have noticed 
several homes in the Sherwood community that 
do not have visible addresses.

Having a vis-
ible address is 
vital to emergen-
cy responders’ 
ability to find 
the home where 
an emergency is 
taking place. 

Every second 
counts in the 
case of a fire or 
medical emer-
gency. Being 
able to quickly 
locate the cor-

rect address can mean the difference between life 
and death.

Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue is committed to 
providing fast and efficient emergency response. 
Sherwood residents can help TVF&R crews as well as 
police and other first responders by taking a look at 
the address numbers on your home and making any 
changes that are needed. 

Address numbers should be four inches tall and 
half an inch wide. They should also be in a color that 
contrasts with your house color so that they stand 
out and can be easily seen at night. For example, if 
you have a dark blue home, use white numbers.

Look at your address from the street to make 
sure the numbers are visible by vehicles driving 
through your neighborhood. We recommend mov-
ing or trimming shrubbery or branches that cover 
your address number. Remove any other obstacles 
such as flags, decorations, recreational vehicles, and 

Celebrating Success 
This year’s Summer Reading Program, “Every Hero has 
a Story” concludes at the end of August. Over 1,400 
youth signed-up—that’s about 1/3 of Sherwood youth 
and a 16% increase from last year. The program en-
courages reading for enjoyment and as a family—both 
linked with success in school. Nearly 300 adults have 
also signed up as well. Special thanks to local sponsors: 
Oregon State Library, Washington County Cooperative 
Library Services (WCCLS), City of Sherwood, Friends of 
the Sherwood Library, Sherwood Ice Arena, Dutch Bros, 
Fat Milos, Escape to Yoga, McMenamins, The Oregon 
Garden, OUR Table Collective, Red Ridge Farms and 
Vista Hot Air Balloons.

The end of summer is also a time to reflect on the 
close of the 2014-15 fiscal year. The Sherwood Public 
Library:

• Provided 460 programs for all ages with 15,400 at-
tendees - 100 programs specifically for school-aged 
youth.

• Saw 251,500 visits to the library, nearly 1,300 new 
patrons, and over 351,000 checkouts.

• Added nearly 7,000 items to the collection—26% 
more than the previous year—bringing the local 
collection to over 49,000 items. Library card hold-
ers have access to 1.6 million print and digital items, 
thanks to our membership in WCCLS.

Teen & Adult Programs:
Estate Planning Workshop - Richard B. Schneider, 

co-author of  A will is not enough in Oregon, teaches 

us about the legal documents everyone needs on 
September 9th at 6:00 pm.

Dancing for Birth - Join Taffy Nelson for prena-
tal fitness, childbirth education, and celebration of 
pregnancy and birth, all rolled into one profound 
class recommended by doctors, midwives, nurses, 
doulas, and mothers. Babies welcome. Join us on 
September 12th at 12:30 pm.

Advanced Directives Workshop - Join Amy 
Veatch, KEY Conversations Program Director from 
Oregon Health Decisions to learn how to document 
your health wishes and talk with your loved ones 
about their wishes before a crisis occurs on Sep-
tember 16th at 6:00 p.m.

Teen Movie Night - You help pick the movie. 
Popcorn provided. This is an after-hours program. 
No other library services will be offered. Enter 
through the parking-lot lobby. For 6th-12th graders 
on September 18th from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm. 

Talking about Dying—Reflect on death and dy-
ing and hear perspectives from fellow participants 
in this 90-minute conversation presented by Oregon 
Humanities in partnership with Cambia Health 
Foundation for a new statewide initiative. Facilita-
tors are trained in chaplaincy, counseling, gerontol-
ogy, facilitation, and hospice care on September 
24th at 6:30 p.m.

“The Tell-Tale Heart” and other chillers! Award-
winning storyteller, Christopher Leebrick, performs 
Edgar Allan Poe’s masterpiece andspooky tales from 
around the globe. 

Sherwood Center for the Arts, 22689 SW Pine on 
Wednesday on October 21st at 7:00 pm.

Youth & Family Programs:
Wii U-niversity -Race against your friends on 

August 27th from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm. Ages 5+

Discovery Lab: Super Hero Training Camp 
Choose your superhero name, create a superhero 
costume (or wear your own), crash through a wall 
of bricks, and more on August 29th from 1:30 pm 
to 2:30 pm. All ages.

Busy Builders - Giant cardboard bricks, LEGOs, 
Duplo bricks, and more on September 1st from 
3:30 pm to 4:30 pm. Ages 4+

Backyard Bird Party - Make a bird feeder and 
learn about local backyard birds through games 
and crafts on September 10th from 3:30-4:30 pm. 
Ages 5+

Squish, Mush, and Play - Explore squishy ma-
terials in this program focused on process rather 
than product on September 30th from 10:30 am 
to 11:30 am. Ages 2+

Library will be closed for Labor Day, Monday, 
September 7th. Materials may be returned in the 
Pine Street book drops. Find 24/7 access at wccls.
org.

Note: All library programs are free to attend and open to the 
public. Unless otherwise stated, programs are held in our Com-
munity Room. See sherwoodoregon.gov/library for newly added 
events, follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, or call us 
at 503.625.6688. Sherwood Public Library is a Washington County 
Cooperative Library Services member library.

.

other objects blocking those numbers. 
Consider placing numbers under light fixtures on 

your home to help illuminate your address. If you 
call 911 to report an emergency, turn on the outside 
lights to help responding crews quickly locate your 
home.

If your home is set back or not visible from the 
street, post your address at the beginning of your 
driveway. If you are considering a low-cost, reflective 
address marker to install on your property, visit www.
iaff1660.org and click on “Address Sign Info.” 

Thank you for taking steps to help TVF&R crews 
and other emergency responders find your home and 
better serve you. 

For more home safety tips and emergency pre-
paredness resources, please visit our website at 
www.tvfr.com. 

 It has been an interesting and busy month 
here in Sherwood for me as your Mayor! As I 
write this article, I can still see lingering smoke 
from the tragic fire that engulfed our historic 
railroad trestle. Communications have flooded 
in from citizens and Oregon leaders near and 
far devastated by the loss of this 85 year old 
historical structure and iconic symbol of our rich 
Oregon history. As the embers gasp for their final 
crack and disappear leaving a hole in our land-
scape and hearts, there is a sadness that lingers. 
To that end, I have asked the Historical Society 
to partner with the City to create memorial 
dedication pieces for our trestle and many other 
lost but not forgotten historical monuments 
that make Sherwood, Sherwood such as the Old 
School House, the Cedar Sinai Tree, and the Rob-
in Hood Theatre.  Together we will rebuild in our 
hearts and community what tragedy has taken 
away.  While this was primarily a fire incident, 
our Police and Public Works staff provided great 
assistance as emergency management partners. 

City Council recently reached a decision to 
place a requested annexation of property within 
the Brookman area south of our current city lim-
its on the November ballot.  While not taking a Mayor Update articles are written by the Mayor and reflect  

her opinion, and may not reflect the opinions of any Councilors. 
Council Corner articles are written by individual councilors and reflect their opinion, and may not 
reflect the opinions of the Mayor or any other councilor. 

COUNCIL CORNER
Jennifer Harris, City Councilor 

Reflecting back on the past 8 months, it has been quite a 
roller coaster ride. From the elation of being elected, to reali-
ties of the job and amount of work that goes into this volun-
teer position, including trying to please 19,000 citizens with 
differing ideas and opinions. I have received attention for 
chickens lately. In fact, I have become known as the “Chicken 
Councilor” on various social media sites (a phrase coined by 
the anti-chicken camp). Honestly, I have NO interest in having 
chickens at my house. However, after several emails and Face-
book messages from citizens, I decided to look into it. Some 
of you may have seen the city’s survey. While the survey isn’t 
a scientific poll and there is a margin for error, it has merit. 
The overwhelming response of 82% or 430 out of 522 that 
answered the question “Should the City of Sherwood change 
its policy to make it easier to allow backyard chickens?” was 
a resounding YES! To that end, I am supporting backyard 
chickens in Sherwood. I was elected to represent citizens, 
not my own wants and needs. I’m not interested in chickens, 
but after hours of research, I have found that all the myths 
surrounding chickens are just that... myths. Chickens don’t 
smell, make more noise, or attract rodents any more than 
dogs and cats do when taken care of properly. A large major-
ity of citizens want to allow backyard chickens. That is why I 
asked to bring the ordinance forward. I will take the nickname 
“Chicken Councilor”, because it means people are talking and 
getting involved and that’s something we could definitely use 
more of in Sherwood. 

position on the actual ballot question, the City 
Council reached the conclusion that our citi-
zens should be the ultimate decision-makers 
and voted to place the annexation request on 
the upcoming November election.  I anticipate 
a healthy debate within our community over 
the upcoming months leading up to Election 
Day and as always, I encourage voters to spend 
some time considering this, and every mea-
sure, and weighing in at the ballot box.  Your 
vote matters!

I am particularly pleased that Josh Soper, 
our new City Attorney has recently begun his 
work here in Sherwood. He is quickly settling 
into his new position and I look forward to 
working with him in the coming years.

Finally, I would be remiss to not mention 
how thrilled I am that Sherwood has once 
again received national attention as one of 
the best small towns in the United States by 
MONEY magazine. We were one of only two 
cities from the West Coast ranked in the Top 
Ten in this ranking. Shouting out Sherwood is 
clearly contagious!

  As many of you may already know, the Sher-
wood Police Department has a mobile app. We 
launched the app in early June and it has already 
seen nearly 500 downloads. The concept of “apps” 
is certainly not new, but police apps are, and as 
far as we now, Sherwood PD was the first agency 
in Oregon to utilize this app. Please sign up for the 
new app using the QR code shown or search for 
Sherwood PD in your app store.

The Sherwood Police Department‘s app pro-
vides a free and modern method of communication 
between the Sherwood Police and the Sherwood 
community. This will be the exclusive app for social 

media communications 
from the Department and 
will include press releases, 
crime bulletins, traffic 
alerts, an event calendar, 
photographs and more. 

The app also allows 
the community to com-
municate with the police 

department as well.  Once downloaded, the app 
will allow your smartphone to be your platform for 

submitting information and/or feedback to the 
police department. Some of the user buttons on 
the app include;
•	“Call”, which enables one-touch calling to non-

emergency police dispatch
•	“Tips”, which allows users to send information to 

the police department via an email message
•	“Thank-a-Cop”, which allows users to identify 

good work by any of our members and share a 
positive experience they had with police

•	“Notifications”, which allows the police depart-
ment to send out a short message

•	“Bulletins”, which is where users will find press 
releases, crime bulletins and messages from 
Chief Groth

•	“Directions”, the app even has a feature that will 
provide directions if the user has their location 
enabled
Finally, the app also has a “Survey” button and 

in fact we have posted a survey seeking community 
input on police services. It is the 2015 Community 
Desires and Expectations survey. Please take some 
time and complete the survey, as your voice and 
opinions matter.

We look forward to chatting with you, and as al-
ways, if you have any questions about this or other 
topics, I welcome your input and comments. You 
can email me at grothj@sherwoodoregon.gov.

In your service-Chief Groth
 

 Sherwood Police Station 
20495 SW Borchers Drive 

 
 

Friday, September 11th 
10:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

 

 
To schedule an appointment, visit  

redcrossblood.org using  
sponsor code SherwoodPolice  

or call 1-800-RED CROSS. 
 

RENEE BROUSE
brouser@ 

sherwoodoregon.
gov
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Dates, time, and location of events subject to change. Please check online at www.sherwoodoregon.gov for most recent events and details.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
August 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 September 1
City Council
7:00 pm City Hall

2 3 4 5

6 7 8
Planning Commission 
7:00 pm City Hall

9 10 11 12

13 14 15
City Council  
7:00 pm City Hall

16 17
Police Advisory Board
7:00 pm SPD Community 
Room

18 19

20 21
Cultural Arts Meeting
6:30 pm City Hall

22
Planning Commission 
7:00 pm City Hall

23 24 25 26
National Drug Take Back 
Day 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Police 
Dept. 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2015 

  The latest rankings of MONEY’s 
Best Places to Live in America has 
once again selected Sherwood in the 
50 best small cities in the country—
places with great jobs, strong econo-
mies, affordable homes, excellent 
schools, and that special something 
that makes it a great place to live.  
Sherwood was the 6th best com-
munity in the rankings, a small drop 
from two years ago when we ranked 
number five on the list.  

The only other Oregon community 
that made the Top 50 was West Linn, 
Oregon which was ranked thirty-

New City Attorney Begins Tenure

  CIT Y NEWS

PUBLIC WORKS NEWS
Street Sweeping Brought In-House

The City of Sherwood Public Works Department has invested in a used street 
sweeper.  Previously, the city was serviced by a third-party street sweeping 
agency, Clean Water Services. Now, with the purchase of a street sweeper, we 
have brought the service in-house. We believe this change will enable us to bet-
ter serve our customers, save money and allow us to perform additional sweep-
ing duties as needed (i.e. prior to scheduled events). 

Sweeping will occur Mondays through Thursdays 
in the first 2 weeks of the month. This schedule may 
occasionally be altered to correspond with other 
seasonal activities, like the Curbside Leaf Pick Up 
Program and winter weather activities. Ultimately, 
the goal is to sweep every city street once a month.

Residents might see the street sweeper dur-
ing the early morning hours.  Thanks to the new flexibility with scheduling the 
operations can take place in the early morning, especially on the main roads, 
outside of the busier times and rush hour.

Please visit the City’s website, www.sherwoodoregon.gov/publicworks to 
review a map of the scheduled streets. See which days of what week your street 
will be serviced and park your cars off-street and remove any trash or recycling 
bins for optimal cleaning.

Outdoor Water Conservation Tips
One of the greatest wastes of water is watering your outdoor plants and 

lawns too much and too often. Using water efficiently outdoors can help con-
serve the resource while still maintaining a vibrant and lush landscape. The Re-
gional Water Providers Consortium has compiled tips for efficiently using water 
for your lawns and gardens. Please visit their site at www.conserveh2o.org for 
more on these tips, indoor water-wise tools, news and events in the area and a 
Kids’ Corner for family activities.
1.  Adjust your sprinklers so that they’re watering your lawn and garden, and not 
the street or sidewalk. 
2. Water early in the morning (before 10:00 am) or later in the evening (after 
6:00 pm) when temperatures are cooler and evaporation is minimized.
3. Set it, but don’t forget it! Whether you have a manual or automatic system, 
be sure to adjust your watering schedules throughout the irrigation season. 
4. Water established lawns about 1 inch per week (a bit more during hot, dry 
weather). Find out how much to water this week with the Weekly Watering 
Number.
5. Inspect your overall irrigation system for leaks, 
broken lines or blockage in the lines. A well main-
tained system will save you money, water, and 
time. 
6. Consider replacing some turf area with low 
water use plants and ornamental  grasses. They are 
easier to maintain than turf, look beautiful, and require far less water. 
7. Group plants with like watering needs. Creating “watering zones” in your 
garden will allow you to give each plant the water it requires, not too much or 
too little.
8. Add a shut-off nozzle to your garden hose and save about 5-7 gallons each  
minute your hose is on.
9. Adjust your mower to a higher setting. A taller lawn provides shade to the 
roots and helps retain soil moisture, so your lawn requires less water.
10. Apply the amount of water your soil can absorb. Water thoroughly, but 
infrequently. If run off or puddling occurs, break longer watering sessions into 
several short sessions allowing water to soak into the soil between each session.

Sherwood West Concept Plan
We are delighted to report that a significant number of people we have 

asked about Sherwood West are aware of the project. In addition to our 
citizens spreading the word, staff efforts to keep the public informed of this 
important project include direct mailers to the property owners within the 
area, a booth at Music on the Green, talking with people along the Robin 
Hood festival’s parade route, hosting several public events, maintaining an 
e-mail listserv to keep interested parties in the know, hosting a project web-
site, providing regular updates via Facebook, Twitter, and the TV monitor 
outside of the public library, and visiting with groups such as the Sherwood 
morning Rotary. 

The Sherwood West project is a preliminary concept plan for approxi-
mately 1,291 acres west of Sherwood to accommodate the future growth of 
Sherwood. The next meeting to discuss refined alternatives with the public 
is scheduled for September 17, 2015 at the Sherwood Police Department. 
We plan to continue our outreach efforts, and encourage those of you who 
are not aware of the project, to take a moment to stop by our website at 
www.sherwoodoregon.gov/sherwoodwest. 

Feel free to contact Brad Kilby or Connie Randall by e-mail at kilbyb@
sherwoodoregon.gov or randallc@sherwoodoregon.gov, by phone at 
503.925.2308, or stop by our offices Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm. The City offices are located above the library 
at 22560 SW Pine Street.

Brookman Area Annexation Heads to Ballot
In response to a formal request, the Sherwood City Council voted unani-

mously to place a proposed annexation of approximately 103 acres of land 
from the Brookman Road area into the City of Sherwood on August 11, 
2015. This area was brought into the Urban Growth Boundary by Metro in 
2002 in order to accommodate an identified region wide need for additional 
land. 

The Brookman Concept Plan was adopted by the Council in 2009, and is 
identified by both the City of Sherwood and Metro as the next area that will 
be considered for growth. The August 11th public hearing was a continua-
tion of an August 4th public hearing at which both opponents and propo-
nents of the proposal voiced their opinions to the City Council. 

The applicant, Holt Group, Inc. proposed to annex eight properties 
totaling 84.21 acres at the request of five property owners within the area.  
During the public hearing process, the owners of five additional adjacent 
properties asked that their properties also be included in the annexation 
request which increased the amount of land that would be brought in from 
84.21 acres to approximately 103 acres including the right-of-way. The 
majority of the properties included in the request would be zoned Medium 
Density Residential Low in accordance with the Brookman Concept Plan if 
the annexation request is approved by Sherwood voters. Approximately 3 to 
4 acres would be zoned Medium Density Residential High. 

The Holt Group, Inc. indicated that they plan to purchase the area from 
willing land owners and develop it for single family home development. 
Additional information about the annexation request can be found online at 
www.sherwoodoregon.gov/brookman. 

The proposed annexation will be on the ballot in the next general elec-
tion that will be held on November 3, 2015.  Questions about the an-
nexation should be directed to Brad Kilby, Planning Manager, by phone at 
503.625.4206, by e-mail at kilbyb@sherwoodoregon.gov, or by stopping 
into City Hall Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 am and 
5:00 pm. 

 

 The Sherwood Center for the Arts is excited to present its new Classic Film Series. Join your neighbors at the Center every first Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm, 
as we explore and celebrate classic film favorites! Movie-goers of all ages are encouraged to attend, reminisce and enjoy the art of classic filmography at the new 
Center for the Arts. General admission is $3/all ages, and can be purchased over the phone or at the door. 

The Center for the Arts will kick-off the series with one of America’s beloved classic musicals, Singin’ in the Rain. If you’re unable to make it to the first event, join 
us this Halloween as we scream to a classic Halloween favorite, Beetle Juice. Grab your kids, friends, families, and get ready for a fantastic time! Sweet treats, pop-
corn and beverages will be also available for purchase on-site. 

Classic Film Series Schedule:
October 1st — Classic Musical, featuring Singin’ in the Rain (G)
October 31st — Classic Halloween, featuring Beetle Juice (PG) 
November 5th — Classic Romance, featuring Roman Holiday (NR)
December 3rd — Classic Holiday, featuring White Christmas (NR)
January 7th — Classic Comedy, featuring Some Like it Hot (NR)
February 4th — Classic Action, featuring Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark (PG)
March 3rd — Classic Suspense, featuring Rear Window (PG)
April 7th — Classic Sing-Along, featuring Grease (PG-13)
May 5th — Classic Animation, featuring Alice in Wonderland (G)
June 2nd — Classic Horror, Jaws (PG)* 
*This film contains violent shark attacks/terror, language, and partial nudity, which may be unsuitable for children.

For more information regarding the Classic Film Series or information about the Center for the Arts, please visit www.sherwoodcenterforthearts.org or call the 
Center at 503.625.4ART. Our current business hours are Monday through Friday from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. See everyone at the Movies!

 SHER WOOD GAINS NATIONAL ACCOLADES ONCE AGAIN
eighth on the list.  The latest profile 
highlighted the community’s thriving 
arts scene with our new Arts Center 
opening and the strong commitment 
from the Sherwood School District in 
retaining arts programming.  

This national ranking by MONEY 
joins a slew of other recent state and 
national rankings that highlight the high 
quality of life in Sherwood.  Attributes 
cited in many of these rankings include 
our low crime rates, strong public 
schools, easy access to trails, parks and 
outdoor spaces and our revitilized Old 
Town area.

For more information on the MONEY 
ranking and to see which other communi-
ties around the United States were se-
lected, check out their website at www.
time.com/money/collection/best-places-
to-live-2015/.
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Sherwood’s new City Attorney, Josh Soper recently began work-
ing in his position with the City of Sherwood. Mr. Soper was selected 
to serve as the City Attorney by the Sherwood City Council in July 
after a recent recruitment period. After utilizing the services of an 
outside legal firm since 2003, the City Council made the decision to 
switch to an in-house model similar to our neighboring jurisdictions 
of Wilsonville and Tualatin. Mr. Soper most recently served as County 

Counsel for Coos County, Oregon along 
the southern Oregon coast. He is a proud 
graduate of the University of Michigan 
and obtained his law degree from Lewis 
& Clark Law School here in the Portland 
region.

By City Charter, the City Attorney is 
selected by the City Council and is one of 
four city positions that directly report to 
the Council. The other three include the 
City Manager, City Recorder and Munici-
pal Court Judge. “We are very excited to 
have Josh begin his important work for 
our City as our first in-house City Attorney 

in many decades,” stated Mayor Krisanna Clark. “He has already hit 
the ground running.” 

After receiving seven proposals from different consulting 
firms around the country, Joseph Gall, City Manager has recently 
selected Matrix Consulting Group to assist the City in conducting 
a Police Operations and Staffing Study. 

The study is designed to evaluate the following key ques-
tions:

•	The workloads handled and service levels provided by staff 
in the Police Department.

•	The staff resources needed to handle these tasks at a 
desired service level for each function in the Police Depart-
ment.

•	What choices exist to maximize service while minimizing 
costs?

•	What are the best uses of existing personnel in the Depart-
ment?

The results of the study will provide a clearer direction for 
the foreseeable future for public safety, one of the most impor-
tant services provided by the City of Sherwood. 

After a contract is finalized, the study is proposed to take ap-
proximately 13 weeks to complete.  There will be opportunities 
for the general public to participate in the project by providing 
input on the future of the department. The goal is to complete 
the study before the end of December 2015.

Consultant Selected for Police Study


