
Tom Nelson November 10, 2009
Economic Development Manager
City of Sherwood Oregon
22560 SW Pine Street
Sherwood, Oregon 97140

Ref: Portland Canning Co.

Thank you for returning my call. We have waited a long time for development of this property and
would like to see proper recognition. Portland Canning was the life blood of this community and the
surrounding area as you can see by the news articles that I have enclosed. Not just the people
employed here but the freight lines, suppliers, college students and farmers were affected by the
closure. Closure was due primarily to the U.S.D.A requiring stainless equipment where food was
processed and non-porous materials overhead and on fLoors which would have been cost prohibitive.
June 9th, L972 was a very sad day when I locked the doors for the last time and turned the keys over
to the bank. We were like a big family.

Some of the people we would- ìike recognized in naming streets, buildings and the square are
Lasselle, Swenson, Carson, McCann, Courtney, Elton and Scheller. Other names to use could
include: cherry, strawberry, cane-berry, Marion-berry, blue lake green bean, or just green bean as
well as plum, sauerkraut, and onion.

We have a DVD of the construction of the last building standing which is now the machine shop.
Most of our pictures and scrap books have been given to The Sherwood Historical Society.

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Concerned Citizens,

Don and Yvonne Scheller
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The ca*nery That supported .d\ cosrmunity

by Corurtaegr Lasselle

The cannery was originally sÈarted in sberwood by the Graves canningcompany ía the mld-níneieen twentÍes. It r¡ras not operatíng in Lg2g asthe Graves can¡¡'lng co. because ít had run ¡nio f,lnancíal dÍffículties.
My father, s'A. Lasselle, had been ln the dried fn¡it busínegs for anumber of years and the market for-dried ;t;" or prunes was erowrybecoming less and ress. Thfs left u l""s* *lppiy or fresh prurns with nomarket' Through food brokers who uaã uan¿i"ä u"l*u for hím he lear¡¡edthat there trraa a market for ca¡rned purple pfuà".
My fathes learned that the cannerJ¡ rn sherwood wourd not be operatingin 1928, so he p1d" anrarrgements to rent rt and rnade a srnalr pack of25,000 cãses of plums.

Inasmuch as he was ßeÐc in the cannÍng busíness, and haé ¡ro sarescouiracts \pÍffi distribr¡tors he had a na]r¿ Hme settÍng the pack. Ftre didnot move thls inr¡entory untit 1'929, ana trr*n .i r **"h reduced price asthe depression rras on. coaseqr.renily, there was no pack ín 1g29"
In 193o the Forüand ca¡rning co. was incorporated a¡rd sales rryerecontracted for a pack of about 5o,ooo ,."uuLip!,¡¡ms. tui* pr"r'"rplums grew untit in the rate 193o; p;"t'J; óråoioe corrpany canned3oo'ooo caaes¡ of plums,. Through the L93os linun products were packed.F'rozen berrÍes rcere added in thL rnid-rg'os. cau¡¡oea green beans andwax beans, brined cherrles, sauerå<raut, and boiler oniorrs rpere added Ècthe pack ln the followíng yearß. The pack g"";;"ti1 the prant waspacking IO,OOO to IZ,OO-O tons of nedpro¿îcts. 

-

*jht pack grew the uunber of ernployeea greur. At the etart Less thanloo people were employed for a shori tírne, a month or ao. Later on ar3the pack increased mo"u help was needed. DurÍng the packing season theplant ran 3 shÍfts per day anã at Hmes had as -.oy as Boo en¡rroyees.To get thís many peopre it was lrecessary to ernploy a nr¡mber of highschool aad coüege stùdeuts. . o{s this waä 
" ""u*äo* or temporary iob,many of, these em¡lloyees returned year .ft"" yur".

In later years aa more rabor-savÍng equipment beca¡ae available not asrrruch help was needed, however tã" it"Lt drd ú". empro5rment to ¡nanJ¡students and people urho were lookt¡¡g for tenaåãral=' ey'o",?.r¡rnenr



Podland Canníno

ses doorsTlr-,ra _lclo

Reunions
The Portland ()nnning

Conrpany Rer¡nion Colllniltee
would like to invite all lonner
elnployees, friends ancl neighbors
Io a celebration honoring (ìourt

arrd Barb l_aselle on.luly 1.5 on rhe
Sherwood Interrncrliate School
fronf larvn. Reflreshlnents will bc
scrved fr<lll l0 a.nr. to 2 p.nr. anci
a display of old pictrrres and
artifacts from the callnery will
avail¿rble for.all f o see ancl Lniov.

I'he carrnery *as u ,na¡orsnJ..:.
of incorne in Sherwootl lror¡l its
hcginning in lglg as lhe Cìrave.s
Cìannery to the lìnal cl<lsins in
I 972. Various .ornpanie, opc,.ãte,l
the cannery unrJer the nalnes oIrhe
She.rwood Canning Cìo., Jory
Packing, IJutler Cannirrg, Las.selle
Larrning Co. and lilrally rhc
Portland Canning Colnpany.
People are invitecl to come share
their ¡nelnories of the cannery.

For inlorr¡ation or questions,
call Yvonne Scheller, (t25-6570.
rlr Cora l-larner l-.''t1 ¿¡¡"

^,^loTriTO 
Caruirìg Company

c.Iosed it's doors i¡ what làoksllke a permanent move on Nov_
ember. 24 rilthough spokes_
men for the company háve notoes¡ available forcomment, dresxrprise move looks to befinal action.

, 
Persons who've been ern_ployed at the óannery, some

"". long as 2ó or more years,said they had no warning be_fore the Monclav l

Í;ï";';d' ïi::1',ö"iff åo-e wlthout Jobs. Ar 4:30 rharafternoon they were given no_nce not to r€port back to the
JoÞ_ ånd some were glven indi_
:arlons they would be called

' i9.?,cf, ;to. [oçt larer',if neede{..r , 1. .c.ary¡jr¡g cönipahy that _

emproyed 30 persòns full t¡mè,
¿o persons part time, and hrm_oreds of personi seasonallv
was 

-purchased some monthåago by À4issjon pac of Rose_
DUrg.

PRESS RBLEAStr

Contact: Yvonne Scheller

so3-625-6510

REUNIOI\S OR. SPECIAL EVEI\TS t'l'l 1

ThePortlandCanningCo.ReunionCommitteewollidiiketoillviteallformeremployees,
farmers, suppriers, firends ald neighbors to a celebration trono.ing courtney and Barbara Lasselle

on July Z0 onthe lawn at Sherwood lntermeãiate School Ref'esñments will be served from 10:

AM to 2:pM and a display of ord pi.t rr"ï unäãemorabili" f-; the cannery w'l be available for

all to see and enjoy iti* i, in conjunctiã" *,rr the annuar Robin Hood Festivar acrivities'

ThecannerywasamajorsourceofincomeinSherwoodfromitsbeginninginlglsasthe
Graves cannery,oit. final cl,osin grî 1972. various companies operated-the cannery under the

names of the sherwood canning co, lo.y'io.*ng, Butlertãnning, Lasse'ecanning co'' and

finnally portland canning Co they pt"å;;^;iär'ety of canebeiries' strawberries' beans'

Italian prunes, ,u.r"rf.ruu-,, cherries and onions' The cannery;;i;ytd'50 people year around and

more than 400 workers in the ,,r-rnrr..ä*ing ,.uron. come and share your memories and an

i*ï"tir", par-t of Shenvccd history with the former owners

ForinformationorquestionscallYvonnescheller@625-6570,MaryWert@6396459,
or Cora HarPer @ 625-6204'


