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Sherwood
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Draft Language

MUNICIPAL CODE

TITLE 6-ANIMALS

Chapter 6.03 Backyard Chickens

6.03.010 Purpose: Residents of the City shall be allowed to keep chickens, subject to the
reguirements of this Chapter.

6.03.020. Number of Chickens Permitted

A. Up to three (3) hens may be kept on properties at least 5,000 square feet in size.

B. Up to five (5) hens may be kept on properties at least 10,000 square feet in size.

C. No roosters may be kept within the City.

D. Chicks up to 12 weeks old may be kept indoors and are not subject to the limitations
of (1) and (2) above.

6.03.030. Location Reguirements

A. Chickens shall only be kept on property that is occupied by a detached single-family
dwelling.

B. Chickens shall only be kept upon property that is the principal residence of the owner
of the chickens.

C. Chickens and chicken enclosures shall not be located in any area between the
primary dwelling and the front property line.

D. Chicken enclosures must be at least ten (10) feet from the property line and at least
twenty-five (25) feet from any abutting dwelling unit.

6.03.040. Conditions of Permit

A. Chicken Enclosures

ATTACHMENT A



1. Chickens shall be kept within a secure enclosure at night. During daylight hours,
chickens shall be kept within a secure enclosure unless under direct supervision

within a fenced yard.

2. Allowing chickens to enter adjoining properties is prohibited.

3. Enclosures shall be kept clean, dry, and free of noticeable odors and in good
repair.

4. Enclosures shall be designed to prevent the entry of rodents and predators and

shall effectively contain and protect the chickens.

B. Chickens shall be kept for personal, non-commercial use only. No person shall sell
eggas or engage in chicken breeding or fertilizer production for commercial purposes.

C. The keeping of chickens in such a manner as to cause a nuisance, as defined in
Chapter 9 of the Municipal Code or under applicable law, including the criteria in this
chapter is prohibited. Violations shall be enforced per 9.44.060.

6.03.050 Procedure

A. In a residential zone, a resident who wants to raise chickens per the requirements of
this Chapter must obtain a permit and demonstrate compliance with the above criteria,
6.03.040 and pay a processing fee.

B. Tenants and renters of property may keep chickens only with the written permission

of the property owner included with the permit request.

C. Within 14 days following the approval of a permit application, the City shall provide
written notice by first class mail to all property owners immediately abutting the permit
holder’s property. The notice must contain the name and address of the permit holder’s
contact information for persons to seek information or file complaints.

Chapter 6.04 Dogs (existing)

More on next page



Title 16 Sherwood Zoning and Development Code
Chapter 16.12 - RESIDENTIAL LAND USE DISTRICTS

LDR
COMMERCIAL
i Raising of Animals otﬁer than Household Pets® C C c C g
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2 Except for a limited number of chickens as permitted under Title 6-Animals, Chapter 6.03. Chickens.

E_BIncludes, but is not limited to parks, playfields, sports and racquet courts, but excludes golf courses.



Michelle Miller

—_—
From: F Joyce Oborne <obornejoy@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 9:21 AM
To: Michelle Miller
Subject: Re: Chicken ordinance response

Ms. Miller,

The ordinance states “Maintenance or keeping of any livestock or buildings for the purpose of housing such
livestock in such places or in such a manner that they will be offensive or annoying to residents within the immediate
vicinity thereof, or maintaining the premises in such a manner as to be a breeding place or likely breeding place for
rodents, flies or other pests.”

I think the wording needs to be more specific. “Offensive or annoying” is open to interpretation. Part of the problem
in Sherwood is that so many houses back up to open space. The “breeding areas” are behind our houses. All our
neighbors in Sherwood maintain their yards very well year round! However, | had to take down bird feeder with seed
because it attracted rodents from pond/open space behind us. If we had chickens, the neighborhood raccoons
would quickly try and figure out how to open chicken coop or tear hole in fence. Neighborhood cats are always back
in pond area catching rats and mice, but that is something that naturally occurs in wooded areas. Pond has no
water in it now. You introduce chicken feed and rodents will come into yards to eat not breed, along with raccoons
and other small animals. Tightly sealed containers to hold what is cleaned up out of chicken coop is essential or
flies will really multiple in area. We had it happen from old neighbors chickens so know it is a possibility.

| see many people have written in expressing desire to have chickens. How many have actually raised

chickens? There are lots of farms around Sherwood that probably have chickens. Has the city consulted with those
owners to see what is necessary to maintain healthy chickens that don’t bother neighbors? When we go to the Berry
Barn their beautiful clean chicken coops look nothing like the one we had to live next door to at our old house for
years. When we sold the house, the chickens next door were “undesirable” and decreased the number of potential
buyers. This was in a city very similar to Sherwood not some trashy town. Chickens are fun and we didn't even
mind the rooster crowing in the morning, but our experience taught us that wording of ordinances around chickens
need to be specific for the owners of the chickens for their own health and safety as well as their neighbors.

Yes, we will try and come to meeting on July 14th. | prefer to put comments in writing rather than go through motion
of getting on camera at meeting. If raising chickens is allowed, the council and planning commission

have responsibility to make sure the wording is in place to regulate nuisances and prevent neighborhood squabbling
about having chickens. The primary concern should be for health of the residents of Sherwood as well as the
chickens health. Itis sad to see chickens walking around in dirty unclean coop and or yard. Hopefully, the letters of
residents don’t go unread by those that make the final decisions.

Thank you for forwarding this to appropriate parties involved. Your name was online as a contact person.

Joyce Oborne
23650 SW Platanus Place
Sherwood, Oregon

obornejoy@icloud.com

On Jun 22, 2015, at 10:55 AM, Michelle Miller <MillerM@SherwoodOregon.gov> wrote:
ATTACHMENT B




Good morning,

Thank you for providing your experience/comments with living near chickens. For now, the
proposal calls for regulating the coop based on proximity to other dwellings and the owner's
property lines. Any violations of related to cleanliness would follow the nuisance provisions,
which are located

here: https://www.municode.com/library/or/sherwood/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=TIT9
PUPEMOWE CH9.44NU

For now, the proposed chicken chapter references the nuisance provisions for enforcing good
neighbor behavior and enforcement will be through our Police Department's Code Enforcement
Officer. He has indicated a preference for specific nuisance criteria identified in the chicken
provisions itself and the Planning Commission may decide to be more specific as to the
"cleanliness" issue as you describe. I will provide your comments to the Planning Commission
so that they can review it prior to the hearing.

Hope to see you at the hearing scheduled for July 14, 2015 at 7 pm here at City Hall
Other questions or comments, please contact me.

Thanks again,

Michelle

Michelle Miller, AICP

Senior Planner

City of Sherwood

millerm(@sherwoodoregon.gov
503.625.4242

From: joyce oborne [mailto:obornejoy@icloud.com]
Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2015 6:07 PM

To: Michelle Miller

Subject: Backyard Chickens Code Language

I don't read any specific language in documents online that address the procedures necessary to
have a clean chicken coop. Are there any requirements that droppings from chickens MUST be
kept in tight sealed container and disposed of on a regular basis. How often must chicken coop
be cleaned? What City agency will enforce codes/laws. People are human and have different
interpretations of the word "clean".

We lived for years next door to a family that had chickens due to their daughters 4H project. The
chickens were fine, but the flies, odor and rodents that they attracted were not OK. We loved our

neighbors and clear cut city rules about cleanliness would have helped prevent our problem.
Their daughter would have had to either follow city rules or give up her chickens.

Sincerely,

Joy Oborne



Michelle Miller

From: Steven Hunt <steventhunt@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2015 9:33 AM

To: Michelle Miller

Subject: Backyard chickens

Dear Sherwood Planning commission,

Thank you for encouraging Sherwood citizens to register our views regarding allowing backyard chickens in
Sherwood. I am not wholly against the idea of people raising poultry in my suburban neighborhood, but I do
have some concerns.

First, please do not allow roosters. I have lived next to roosters before and waking up to the crow of a rooster at
Sam is not as romantic as it might sound.

Second, please limit the number of chickens to fewer than 5 per household. If someone wants to raise more
chickens than that then they should move to a farm.

Third, ensure that anyone raising chickens obtain a permit and demonstrates that they have an appropriate
covered, predator-proof secure enclosure.

Fourth, please include some regulations to allow neighbors to bring action should a homeowner fail to control
the smell or appearance of their chickens and their living areas. There is a big difference between living next to
someone who maintains a clean, well ordered chicken coop and someone who buys chickens but fails to
properly maintain their hygiene.

Thank you for considering my views on this matter. Sincerely, Steve Hunt
(resident at 16958 SW Richen Park Circle)

ATTACHMENT C



Don't lec backyard
fans push pro-chicken agenda

here is a move afoot to
make it easy for peo-
ple to keep chickens in
their backyards. But
chickens—bless them—have
never learned how to confine
their cackling to one backyard
nor how to stop possibilities of
poo-laden dust and poultry
smells wafting on the winds.

My yard already has random
visits from possums, skunks,
and raccoons, and a neighbor
saw a coyote taking an after-
noon walk down Highpoint.
Unfortunately, chickens will
encourage these varmints and
rodents.

Stunned by the impact chick-
ens might have on the charac-
ter of our home, I went to Sher-
wood City Hall. Presumably,
pressure from the chicken ad-

CITIZEN'SVIEW

by Terrence Miller

vocacy group has already
caused the Planning Commis-
sion to create proposed regula-
tory language.

The initial language explicit-
ly ignores any notice to, or
rights of, adjacent property
owners to object to or veto this
impairment to the livability
and peace of their mortgaged
and taxed property: It ignores
the majority of us.

The suggestion is that poul-
try owners have to keep their
fowls at least ten feet from
property lines. (As if a solid 10
feet of empty air would be
enough to isolate us from their

SherwoodGazette

PUBLISHER Email: dsteiger@com-
Christine Moore mnewspapers.com
" RayPitz  Denise Szoft
Office: 503-546-0731, Email: dszott@commnetvs-
- Fax: 503-546-0724 papers.com
Email: rpitz@commnews- ;
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Barbara Sherman comes press releases and news
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chickens?!)

A pro-chicken email acciden-
tally sent to me stressed the
need to quickly get signatures
for an online ‘survey’ by the
Planning Commission.

The group hoped to convince
people in favor of chickens to
participate in the bogus survey.
They were trying to gather
1500 positive responses to indi-
cate popular opinion, amongst
our 18,000 plus citizens. But
how many voting age individu-
als have ever accessed the
city’s web site, much less the
Planning Commission?

The fowl advocates want
enough online signatures and
voices at city meetings to feign
apparent popularity, without
any realistic count of voters.
Can anyone imagine the issue

UNIVERSITY OF QREGON'S

AN

1

ik

icken

being popular in the newer
neighborhoods! My informal
survey of neighbors within
four blocks of our home east of
Sunset showed that only one
person had any inkling of this
political move. Most of them
were a bit aghast at the possi-
bility and all of them were
against it.

Backyard chicken advocates
will try to push for a quick de-
cision in their favor at future
City meetings before the gen-
eral populace has any chance
to weigh in on the issues. Sher-
wood democracy again!

We need to stand up for the
quality of life we all want in
Sherwood.

Terrence Miller is a Sherwood

resident.

NATIONAL RANKINGS

ATTACHMENT D
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Staff Revised Recommendation
—— Proposed Code

Shéfwood P
s Amendment
Draft Language

Original Draft lanquage is in Blue underline

Staff recommended changes in green underline
MUNICIPAL CODE

TITLE 6-ANIMALS

Chapter 6.03 Backyard Chickens

6.03.010 Purpose: Residents of the City will be allowed to keep chickens, subject to the
requirements of this Chapter.

6.03.020. Number of Chickens Licensed

A. Up to three (3) hens may be kept on properties at least 5,000 square feet in size.

B. Up to five (5) hens may be kept on properties at least 10,000 square feet in size.

C. No roosters may be kept within the City.

D. Chicks up to 12 weeks old may be kept indoors and are not subject to the limitations
of (1) and (2) above.

6.03.030. Location Requirements

A. Chickens will only be kept on property that is occupied by a detached single-family
dwelling.

B. Chickens may only be kept upon property that is the principal residence of the owner
of the chickens.

C. Chickens and chicken enclosures may not be located in any area between the
primary dwelling and the front property line.

D. Chicken enclosures must be at least ten (10) feet from the property line and at least
twenty-five (25) feet from any abutting dwelling unit.

6.03.040. Conditions of License

ATTACHMENT F



A. Chicken Enclosures

1. Chickens must be kept within a secure enclosure at night. During daylight hours,
chickens must be kept within a secure enclosure unless under direct supervision
within a fenced vard.

2. Allowing chickens to enter adjoining properties is prohibited.

3. Enclosures must be kept clean, dry, in good repair and not cause an odor that is
unreasonably offensive or annoying to residents within the immediate vicinity.

4. Enclosures must be designed to prevent the entry of rodents and predators and must
effectively contain and protect the chickens.

5. Enclosures must be designed so that they are not a breeding place or likely breeding
place for rodents, flies or other pests.

B. Chickens must be kept for personal, non-commercial use only. No person may sell eqas
or engage in chicken breeding or fertilizer production for commercial purposes.

6.03.050 Procedure

A. In a residential zone, a resident who wants to raise chickens per the requirements of
this Chapter must obtain a license and demonstrate compliance with the above criteria,
6.03.040 and pay a processing fee.

B. Tenants and renters of property may keep chickens only with the written permission
of the property owner included with the license request.

C. Within 14 days following the approval of a license application. the City will provide
written notice by first class mail to all property owners immediately abutting the license
holder’s property. The notice must contain the name and address of the license
holder’s contact information for persons to seek information or file complaints.

6.03.060 Penalty: Violations of this section are classified as a Class C violation punishable
by up to a two hundred fifty dollar ($250) fine.

Chapter 6.04 Dogs (existing)



More on next page

Title 16 Sherwood Zoning and Development Code
Chapter 16.12 - RESIDENTIAL LAND USE DISTRICTS

LDR
COMMERCIAL
+ Raising of Animals other than Household Pets’ C C C c Cc
Civic
« Public Recreational Facilities® P P P P =]

8. Except for a limited number of chickens as licensed under Title 6-Animals, Chapter 6.03. Chickens.

gilncludes, but is not limited to parks, playfields, sports and racquet courts, but excludes golf courses.



Michelle Miller

From: Bradley Kilby

Sent: Tuesday, July 07, 2015 10:26 AM
To: Michelle Miller

Subject: FW: Chickens-Municipal Code

Brad Kilby, AICP, Planning Manager
22560 SW Pine Street

Sherwood, Oregon 97140
503-625-4206

-

g ity of
Sherwood
Oregon

. R

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.

From: Julia Hajduk

Sent: Tuesday, July 07, 2015 10:25 AM
To: Bradley Kilby

Subject: FW: Chickens-Municipal Code

From: Jeff Groth

Sent: Tuesday, July 07, 2015 10:05 AM
To: Julia Hajduk

Cc: Joseph Gall; Tom Pessemier; Ty Hanlon
Subject: Chickens-Municipal Code

Julia,

I am aware there are current discussions regarding the code to deal with backyard
chickens. I want to share my input and desire that the code language/provisions be
contained in chapter 6 of our current code, which deals with animals. I suspect at least
some of the provisions needed are already contained in chapter 6. For example there is
language regarding unreasonable noise and simply modifying it from “dogs” to “animals”
will cover chickens as well.

The language should contain whatever restrictions & conditions needed with clear
language establishing violations as Class “whatever” (likely C). This will enable the
officer, or Bill to use discretion, as with any violation, and if they issue a citation the
violator will have a chance to plead not guilty and go before the judge for a hearing. I do
not want a “system” that complicates enforcement by requiring letters, etc.

: ATTACHMENT G



From an enforcement perspective, this needs to be kept as simple and as clean as
possible, or it will be become too burdensome for us to enforce. Keeping it simple & in
one place will enable any police officer to locate the code, understand the code and
enforce the code, and the burden will not fall on Bill alone or require the officer to refer
to multiple chapters and/or deal with chapters they are unfamiliar with. This has the
potential to be a big deal for us and it is important we keep it manageable.

Thx-JG

Jeff Groth

Police Chief

Sherwood Police Department
grothj@sherwoodoregon.gov
(503) 625-5523

The difficult we do now; the impossible takes a little longer.



To: Sherwood Planning Commision
From: Terrence Miller
Date: 7/10/15

Health Risks to Humans from Chickens

The current Sherwood policy suggestions allowing residents to raise chickens in
their backyards impose threats of diseases transmitted by the chickens and their
hosts, threats that can be dangerous, especially to the young and the elderly.
Those dangers compelled the Illinois Dept. of Health to issue a warning 3 years

ago about the health risks due to raising of urban chickens [Article No. 1, pp. 2-6]
In that warning they say:

“e Keep baby chicks and adult poultry away from persons with weaker
immune systems, including the elderly, pregnant women, diabetics,
patients receiving chemotherapy and people infected with HIV.”

“e The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that

persons not keep chickens if the household has children less than five
years of age.”

The current Sherwood policy suggestion is that poultry be kept only 10 feet away
from my neighbor’s back yard where 3 month old Iris and 2 year old Tommy play,
and 10 feet away from my other neighbors who are in their 80s! When the facts
are known about the disease spreading aptitude of chickens, the policy of
allowing them to be planted alongside the yards of others—with no option for the
neighbors to have a say—is an amazing and dangerous disregard for the welfare
of others. The duty of city management is the wellbeing of the whole population
irrespective of the interest of a small group interested in pursuing one of the
latest urban fads. It’'s one thing to give people permission to risk their health and
their families, and it’s entirely another thing for a public authority to, in effect,
give people permission to risk the wellbeing of other citizens.

ATTACHMENT H



The Disease Spreading Proclivity of Chickens

Chickens are hosts to viruses and bacteria that can be transmitted to human
beings, including Staph and E. Coli., Lyme disease, Lysteria, and Avian flu, etc.
Their feces are loaded with infectious agents that they scatter into the
environment and that are especially picked up by mice. Ticks are eaten by
chickens and feed on their blood. If Chickens eat ticks that carry the Lyme disease
bug, and then carry ticks on their body, they will act to increase the infestation of
Lyme laden ticks. Poultry in general are popular feeding stations for ticks. Mice,
in particular, tend to be asymptomatic for Lyme disease but are carriers of it and a
food source for ticks, and are attracted to areas where chickens are fed. Also, the
poop from chickens is a rich source of Staph. Listeria is highly infectious and is an
occupational hazard in the poultry industry. There was an outbreak of Listeria in a
Seattle backyard chicken flock a few years ago.

Article 1: Notice from lllinois Dept of Public Health re Raising Chickens, pp. 3ff.
Article 2: Dangers of Listeriosis, p. 8

Article 3: Listeriosis: Backyard Chicken Infection in Seattle, p. 9

Article 5: Lyme Disease and Chickens

Article 1: lllinois Dept. of Public Health Warning — 2012
Human Health Concerns about Raising Poultry

An increasing number of citizens want to raise chickens in urban
environments as a hobby or they may believe this method of raising
birds for food may be safer or less expensive. Citizens should check to
make sure that flocks are allowed in the area where they reside before
purchasing poultry. This document examines the public health
significance of some common concerns about urban poultry farming.



Bacterial diseases

Salmonella and Campylobacter are common public health hazards
potentially associated with chicken contact. These bacteria are carried
by healthy chickens and are communicable to people through direct
contact, exposure to manure, or consumption of undercooked chicken
and eggs. Infection is characterized by diarrhea, vomiting, fever, and/or
abdominal cramps; small children, elderly persons, and those with
weakened immune systems are more susceptible to severe iliness.
Young birds may be especially prone to shed these organisms in their
droppings. This poses a hazard to anyone who comes into contact with
the droppings. The public health hazards associated with Salmonella
and Campylobacter are expected to be limited to those who are in
contact with the chickens or their droppings or consume their meat or
eggs without thorough cooking. There have been several multi-state
outbreaks of human Salmonella infections from handling baby chicks.
These hazards could be mitigated by avoiding contact with poultry
feces, carefully washing hands with soap and water after handling the
birds, avoiding hand-to-mouth contact while working with birds and
education about food safety.

Histoplasmosis

Histoplasmosis can cause a respiratory disease with cough and
shortness of breath. The fungal organism causing this disease is present
throughout the Midwest but can be concentrated in areas with
qguantities of bird droppings. Persons acquire the disease by inhalation
of the organism from the environment. Therefore, it is critical that flock
owners have a method to maintain the property to minimize the
accumulation of bird droppings. Animal waste should be disposed of in
a safe manner.



Avian influenza (bird flu)

Avian influenza is a theoretical public health hazard potentially
associated with urban chicken farming. Birds can shed the organism in
the saliva, nasal secretions and feces. Avian influenza is a viral disease
of birds that is communicable to people through exposure to
respiratory or fecal secretions. The risk of human avian influenza
infections in the United States is extremely low and is expected to be
limited to those who are in contact with infected chickens.

Attraction of predators

The attraction of predators is a public health hazard potentially
associated with urban chicken farming. The presence of chickens on a
property might attract urban predators such as stray dogs, foxes and
coyotes. This would increase the probability of conflict between
humans and predators in the urban environment (e.g., animal bites).
This hazard could be mitigated by requiring flock owners to provide
sufficient structural protection to prevent predator access to their
flocks.

Attraction of rodents

The attraction of rodents is a public health hazard potentially
associated with urban chicken farming. Failure to maintain a clean
environment for the chickens could attract mice or rats to a property.
This hazard could be mitigated by educating flock owners on the proper
care and maintenance of chicken flocks including the proper storage of
bird feed.



Nuisance issues

Poultry may escape into neighbors’ yards. Flies might be attracted to
the area unless adequate fly control is practiced. Communities are
advised to have a system in place for handling public complaints
regarding these issues if they allow urban poultry flocks.

e See your physician if you experience fever and diarrhea.
Conclusion

The public health hazards potentially associated with urban chicken
farming should be weighed against individual and community
benefits.
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Article 2. Dangers of Listeriosis (in general)

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24822197

What is new in listeriosis?
Hernandez-Milian Al, Payeras-Cifre Al.

Listeriosis is a disease caused by Listeria monocytogenes (L. monocytogenes). L.
monocytogenes is bacteria that usually infects some determined inhabitants,
especially high risk patients such as the elderly, immunosuppressed patients and
pregnant women. However, it can also affect people who do not have these risk
factors. L. monocytogenes is widespread in nature being part of the faecal flora
of many mammals [Terry: Also in Poultry droppings ] and it is a common
foodborne source. It is acquired by humans primarily through consumption of



contaminated food. Besides, between 1% and 10% of the population is a faecal
carrier of L. monocytogenes. Listeriosis may occur sporadically or in outbreaks.
Infection causes a spectrum of illness, ranging from febrile gastroenteritis to
invasive disease, including bacteraemia, sepsis, and meningoencephalitis. This
infection has a low incidence, although it is undeniably increasing, particularly due
to the rise of population of over 60 years old or of under 60 years olds with a
predisposing condition. The diagnosis is complicated because of its incubation
period and the different clinical manifestations. Also listeriosis has a high
mortality despite adequate and early treatment. The importance of bacteraemia
for L. monocytogenes lies in the infrequency of this bacterium and the high
mortality, even with appropriate antibiotic treatment.

Article 3: Listeriosis: Backyard Chicken Infection in Seattle

Several chickens from a backyard flock (Seattle, WA) were presented to a private
veterinarian. The affected flock consisted of 20 chickens that were approximately
8 months of age at the time of presentation. During the course of the previous
five months, a total of 7 birds had died and other 5 had shown clinical signs of
iliness.

“Histologic findings were similar in the two birds submitted separately. The most
prominent lesion was extensive inflammation of the heart (Figure 1), consisted of
lymphocytes, macrophages, numerous multinucleated giant cells, and occasional
heterophils. The lumen of larger blood vessels contained numerous large
lymphocytes and scattered heterophils. In the liver there were random, small
necrotic foci and accumulation of heterophils and macrophages (Figure 2). Lung
sections revealed interstitial pneumonia, with infiltration of heterophils in the air
capillaries and edema accumulating in the interparabronchial spaces. Lesions in
the pancreas consisted of mild lymphocytic inflammation around the ducts.
Spleen sections revealed severe lymphoid depletion, random accumulation of
fibrin in the white pulp, and several macrophages contained intracytoplasmic
cellular debris. Rod-shaped, Gram-positive bacteria were noted in the heart
(Figure 3) and spleen.” [Terry: These type of injuries are similar to those found in
humans w/this infection.]




Article 5: Lyme Disease & Chickens

http://www.communitychickens.com/ticks-and-lyme-disease-in-chickens-jurys-
still-out/

Wendy Thomas raises chickens, has a website regarding her chickens, and is a
microbiologist who has done some investigation of the possibility that chickens
help spread Lyme disease. Thomas postulated that Lyme disease can pass from an
infected tick eaten by a chicken into the blood stream of the chicken or into its
baby chicks. She discovered research data that confirmed that baby chickens are
highly infectious for Lyme disease in the first weeks of their life. As they grow
older they develop an immune response. But it is a good reason to NOT have
children play w/baby chicks. Thomas says they quickly “pick up and dispose of
poop” and wash w/soap and water after handling chicks. In general she uses
“bio-hazard precautions” when dealing with the chickens.






