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Home of the Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge 

MUNICIPAL CODE 

TITLE 6-ANIMALS 

Chapter 6.03 Backyard Chickens 

Proposed Code 
Amendment 

Draft Langua e 

6.03.010 Purpose: Residents of the City shall be allowed to keep chickens, subject to the 
requirements of this Chapter. 

6.03.020. Number of Chickens Permitted 

A. Up to three (3) hens may be kept on properties at feast 5,000 square feet in size. 

B. Up to five (5) hens may be kept on properties at least 10.000 square feet in size. 

C. No roosters may be kept within the City. 

D. Chicks up to 12 weeks old may be kept indoors and are not subject to the limitations 
of (1) and (2) above. 

6.03.030. Location Requirements 

A. Chickens shall only be kept on property that is occupied by a detached single-family 
dwelling. 

B. Chickens shall only be kept upon property that is the principal residence of the owner 
of the chickens. 

C. Chickens and chicken enclosures shall not be located in any area between the 
primary dwelling and the front property line. 

D. Chicken enclosures must be at least ten (10) feet from the property line and at least 
twenty-five (25) feet from any abutting dwell ing unit. 

6.03.040. Conditions of Permit 

A. Chicken Enclosures 
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1. Chickens shall be kept within a secure enclosure at night. During daylight hours, 
chickens shall be kept within a secure enclosure unless under direct supervision 
within a fenced yard. 

2. Allowing chickens to enter adjoining properties is prohibited. 

3. Enclosures shall be kept clean, dry, and free of noticeable odors and in good 
repair. 

4. Enclosures shall be designed to prevent the entry of rodents and predators and 
shall effectively contain and protect the chickens. 

B. Chickens shall be kept for personal. non-commercial use only. No person shall sell 
eggs or engage in chicken breeding or fertilizer production for commercial purposes. 

C. The keeping of chickens in such a manner as to cause a nuisance, as defined in 
Chapter 9 of the Municipal Code or under applicable law, including the criteria in this 
chapter is prohibited. Violations shall be enforced per 9.44.060. 

6.03.050 Procedure 

A. In a residential zone, a resident who wants to raise chickens per the requirements of 
this Chapter must obtain a permit and demonstrate compliance with the above criteria , 
6.03.040 and pay a processing fee. 

B. Tenants and renters of property may keep chickens only with the written permission 
of the property owner included with the permit request. 

C. Within 14 days following the approval of a permit application, the City shall provide 
written notice by first class mail to all property owners immediately abutting the permit 
holder's property. The notice must contain the name and address of the permit holder's 
contact information for persons to seek information or fi le complaints. 

Chapter 6.04 Dogs (existing) 

More on next page 
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Title 16 Sherwood Zoning and Development Code 
Ch t 1612 RESIDENTIAL LAND USE DISTRICTS • 

VLDR LOR MDRL MDRH 

COMMERCIAL 

. Raising of Animals other than Household Pets~ c c c c 

CIVIC 

. Public Recreational Facilities6 p p p p 

§_ Except for a limited number of chickens as permitted under Title 6-Animals. Chapter 6.03_ Chickens. 

§ 
5 1ncludes, but is not limited to parks, playfields, sports and racquet courts, but excludes golf courses. 

HDR 

c 

p 
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Michelle Miller 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ms. Miller, 

F Joyce Oborne <obornejoy@icloud.com> 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 9:21 AM 
Michelle Miller 
Re: Chicken ordinance response 

The ordinance states "Maintenance or keeping of any livestock or buildings for the purpose of housing such 
livestock in such places or in such a manner that they will be offensive or annoying to residents within the immediate 
vicinity thereof, or maintaining the premises in such a manner as to be a breeding place or likely breeding place for 
rodents, flies or other pests." 

I think the wording needs to be more specific. "Offensive or annoying" is open to interpretation. Part of the problem 
in Sherwood is that so many houses back up to open space. The "breeding areas" are behind our houses. All our 
neighbors in Sherwood maintain their yards very well year round! However, I had to take down bird feeder with seed 
because it attracted rodents from pond/open space behind us. If we had chickens, the neighborhood raccoons 
would quickly try and figure out how to open chicken coop or tear hole in fence. Neighborhood cats are always back 
in pond area catching rats and mice, but that is something that naturally occurs in wooded areas. Pond has no 
water in it now. You introduce chicken feed and rodents will come into yards to eat not breed, along with raccoons 
and other small animals. Tightly sealed containers to hold what is cleaned up out of chicken coop is essential or 
flies will really multiple in area. We had it happen from old neighbors chickens so know it is a possibility. 

I see many people have written in expressing desire to have chickens. How many have actually raised 
chickens? There are lots of farms around Sherwood that probably have chickens. Has the city consulted with those 
owners to see what is necessary to maintain healthy chickens that don't bother neighbors? When we go to the Berry 
Barn their beautiful clean chicken coops look nothing like the one we had to live next door to at our old house for 
years. When we sold the house, the chickens next door were "undesirable" and decreased the number of potential 
buyers. This was in a city very similar to Sherwood not some trashy town. Chickens are fun and we didn't even 
mind the rooster crowing in the morning, but our experience taught us that wording of ordinances around chickens 
need to be specific for the owners of the chickens for their own health and safety as well as their neighbors. 

Yes, we will try and come to meeting on July 14th. I prefer to put comments in writing rather than go through motion 
of getting on camera at meeting. If raising chickens is allowed, the council and planning commission 
have responsibility to make sure the wording is in place to regulate nuisances and prevent neighborhood squabbling 
about having chickens. The primary concern should be for health of the residents of Sherwood as well as the 
chickens health. It is sad to see chickens walking around in dirty unclean coop and or yard. Hopefully, the letters of 
residents don't go unread by those that make the final decisions. 

Thank you for forwarding this to appropriate parties involved. Your name was online as a contact person. 

Joyce Oborne 
23650 SW Platanus Place 
Sherwood, Oregon 

obornejoy@icloud.com 

On Jun 22,2015, at 10:55 AM, Michelle Miller <MillerM@SherwoodOregon.gov> wrote: 
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Good morning, 

Thank you for providing your experience/comments with living near chickens. For now, the 
proposal calls for regulating the coop based on proximity to other dwellings and the owner's 
property lines. Any violations of related to cleanliness would follow the nuisance provisions, 
which are located 
here: https://www.municode.com/library/or/sherwood/codes/code of ordinances?nodeid=TIT9 
PUPEMOWE CH9.44NU 
For now, the proposed chicken chapter references the nuisance provisions for enforcing good 
neighbor behavior and enforcement will be through our Police Department's Code Enforcement 
Officer. He has indicated a preference for specific nuisance criteria identified in the chicken 
provisions itself and the Planning Commission may decide to be more specific as to the 
"cleanliness" issue as you describe. I will provide your comments to the Planning Commission 
so that they can review it prior to the hearing. 

Hope to see you at the hearing scheduled for July 14, 2015 at 7 pm here at City Hall 

Other questions or comments, please contact me. 

Thanks again, 

Michelle 

Michelle Miller, AICP 
Senior Planner 
City of Sherwood 
millerm@sherwoodoregon.gov 
503.625.4242 

-----Original Message-----
From: joyce obome [mailto:obomejoy@icloud.com] 
Sent: Sunday, June 14,2015 6:07PM 
To: Michelle Miller 
Subject: Backyard Chickens Code Language 

I don't read any specific language in documents online that address the procedures necessary to 
have a clean chicken coop. Are there any requirements that droppings from chickens MUST be 
kept in tight sealed container and disposed of on a regular basis. How often must chicken coop 
be cleaned? What City agency will enforce codes/laws. People are human and have different 
interpretations of the word "clean". 

We lived for years next door to a family that had chickens due to their daughters 4H project. The 
chickens were fine, but the flies, odor and rodents that they attracted were not OK. We loved our 
neighbors and clear cut city rules about cleanliness would have helped prevent our problem. 
Their daughter would have had to either follow city rules or give up her chickens. 

Sincerely, 

JoyObome 
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Michelle Miller 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Steven Hunt <steventhunt@gmail.com> 
Tuesday, June 30, 2015 9:33 AM 
Michelle Miller 
Backyard chickens 

Dear Sherwood Planning commission, 

Thank you for encouraging Sherwood citizens to register our views regarding allowing backyard chickens in 
Sherwood. I am not wholly against the idea of people raising poultry in my suburban neighborhood, but I do 
have some concerns. 

First, please do not allow roosters. I have lived next to roosters before and waking up to the crow of a rooster at 
Sam is not as romantic as it might sound. 

Second, please limit the number of chickens to fewer than 5 per household. If someone wants to raise more 
chickens than that then they should move to a farm. 

Third, ensure that anyone raising chickens obtain a permit and demonstrates that they have an appropriate 
covered, predator-proof secure enclosure. 

Fourth, please include some regulations to allow neighbors to bring action should a homeowner fail to control 
the smell or appearance of their chickens and their living areas. There is a big difference between living next to 
someone who maintains a clean, well ordered chicken coop and someone who buys chickens but fails to 
properly maintain their hygiene. 

Thank you for considering my views on this matter. Sincerely, Steve Hunt 
(resident at 16958 SW Richen Park Circle) 
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Don't le( batkyard chicken 
fans push pro-chiCken agenda 
There is a move afoot to 

make it easy for peo
pl~ to keep chickens in 
their backyards. But 

chickens-bless them-have 
never learned how to confine 
their cackling to one backyard 
nor how to stop possibilities of 
poo-laden dust and poultry 
smells wafting on the winds. 

My yard already has random 
visits from possums, skunks, 
and raccoons, and a neighbor 
saw a coyote taking an after
noon walk down Highpoint. 
Unfortunately, chickens will 
encourage these varmints and 
rodents. 

Stunned by the impact chick
ens might have on the charac
ter of our home, I went to Sher
wood City Hall.cPresumably, 
pressure from the chicken ad-

CITIZEN'S VIEW 
by Terrence Miller 

vocacy group has already 
caused the Planning Commis
sion to create proposed regula
tory language. 

The initial language explicit
ly ignores any notice to, or 
rights of, adjacent property 
owners to object to or veto this 
impairment to the livability 
and peace of their mortgaged 
and taxed property: It ignores 
the majority of us. 

The suggestion is that poul
try owners have to keep their 
fowls at least ten feet from 
property lines. (As if a solid 10 
feet of empty air would be 
enough to isolate us from their 

Sherwood Gazette 

EDI10R 
R!JijPUz 

Office: 503-646.0'1~1, 
Fcut: 503-54"6-6124 

ErjUtil: rtli~ommnews
papers.com 

SCHOOLS REPORTER 
Barbaro Shermlln 

()JJlet: 50~·6$!h5{1"4, 
Fax:·s03-968-139T 

Email: edi4>r@regt'Jlcpu
rter.com 

ADVERTlSING 
Deb Steiger 

Office: 503-546-0778, 
fax: 503-620·3433 

The Shenut)od Cazetts wel
comespress releases an& neu•s 
of i11~t to our readership. 
All unsolicired m~~rerial is 

subject tD the apprrwat of the 
publfslrtr. We r~tlre right 

10 rejea or edit any macebfal 
submitrell for publication. 

&ispltiy ads and articles are
due on the 15th of the month. 

chickens?!) 
A pro-chicken email acciden

tally sent to me stressed the 
need to quickly get signatures 
for an online 'survey' by the 
Planning Commission. 

The group hoped to convince 
people in favor of chickens to 
participate in the bogus survey. 
They were trying to gather 
1500 positive responses to indi
cate popular opinion, amongst 
our 18,000 plus citizens. But 
how many voting age individu
als have ever accessed the 
city's web site, much less the 
Planning Commission? 

The fowl advocates want 
enough online signatures and 
voices at city meetings to feign 
apparent popularity, without 
any realistic count of voters. 
Can anyone imagine the issue 

being popular in the newer 
neighborhoods! My informal 
survey of neighbors within 
four blocks of our home east of 
Sunset showed that only one 
person had any inkling of this 
political move. Most of them 
were a bit aghast at the possi
bility and all of them were 
against it. 

Backyard chicken advocates 
will try to push for a quick de
cision in their favor at future 
City meetings before the gen
eral populace has any chance 
to weigh in on the issues. Sher
wood democracy again! 

We need to stand up for the 
quality of life we all want in 
Sherwood 

Terrence Miller is a Sherwood 
resident. 
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. 
Sk

un
ks

 a
nd

 p
es

ts
 w

ou
ld

 b
ec

om
e 

ev
er

yo
ne

's 
pr

ob
le

m
, n

ot
 

ju
st

 c
hi

ck
en

 o
w

ne
rs

! 
I j

us
t d

on
't 

se
e 

th
e 

ne
ed

 to
 a

llo
w

 c
hi

ck
en

s 
w

ith
in

 c
ity

 li
m

its
. 

If 
so

m
e 

on
e 

w
an

ts
 fa

rm
 fr

es
h

, o
rg

an
ic

, f
re

e 
ra

ng
e 

eg
gs

 th
ey

 c
an

 e
as

ily
 b

e 
pu

rc
ha

se
d 

al
l a

ro
un

d 
th

is 
cit

y!
 J

us
t d

riv
e 

ar
ou

nd
 .. .

fa
rm

er
s 

ha
ve

 s
ig

ns
 u

p 
al

l o
ve

r t
he

 p
la

ce
! 

O
ur

 ta
bl

e 
co

-o
p 

ha
s 

th
em

 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

ev
er

yd
ay

. 
No

 c
hi

ck
en

s 
w

ith
in

 c
ity

 li
m

its
 p

le
as

e!
!! 

W
as

te
 d

isp
os

al
. 

C
hi

ck
en

 d
ro

pp
in

gs
 a

re
 to

xic
 a

nd
 s

ho
ul

d 
re

qu
ire

 p
ro

pe
r d

isp
os

al
. I

.e
. N

ot
 in

 
a 

ga
rd

en
 o

r f
lo

w
er

 b
ed

 

M
ay

be
 a

 p
ub

lic
 s

er
vic

e 
br

oc
hu

re
 o

n 
th

e 
po

sit
ive

 a
sp

ec
ts

 o
f c

hi
ck

en
s 

-l
ike

 le
ss

 s
lu

gs
, l

es
s 

pe
st

s,
 le

ss
 b

ee
s,

 a
nd

 w
ith

ou
t r

oo
st

er
s 

th
er

e 
re

al
ly 

isn
't 

a 
no

ise
 is

su
e.

 P
eo

pl
e 

lo
ve

 h
ea

lth
y 

ch
ick

en
s 

pu
tti

ng
 a

ro
un

d.
 

C
hi

ck
en

s 
of

te
n 

ge
t l

ice
; t

he
y 

ar
e 

di
rty

. T
he

y 
sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 in
 th

e 
cit

y,
 p

er
io

d 

M
y 

ch
ick

en
s 

ar
e 

qu
ie

te
r t

ha
n 

m
y 

ne
ig

hb
or

's 
ob

no
xio

us
 b

ar
kin

g 
do

g 
so

 n
oi

se
 is

n'
t a

n 
iss

ue
 if

 
yo

u 
do

n'
t a

llo
w

 ro
os

te
rs

. R
at

s 
ca

n 
be

 a
n 

iss
ue

 if
 th

e 
ow

ne
r d

oe
sn

't 
kn

ow
 h

ow
 to

 s
et

 u
p 

a 
co

op
 p

ro
pe

rly
, b

ut
 w

ith
 a

 lit
tle

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
th

ey
 c

an
 b

e 
av

oi
de

d.
 O

ut
do

or
 is

 m
in

im
al

. 
I h

av
e 

an
 id

ea
l, 

pr
ed

at
or

 p
ro

of
 s

et
up

. H
ap

py
 to

 s
ha

re
 in

fo
. 

Th
ey

 a
re

 le
ss

 n
oi

sy
 th

an
 s

m
al

l b
ar

kin
g 

do
gs

-t
he

y 
ea

t i
ns

ec
ts

 a
nd

 s
lu

gs
-o

ve
ra

ll 
m

uc
h 

m
or

e 
pl

ea
sa

nt
 th

an
 d

og
s 

to
 k

ee
p 

up
 a

fte
r a

nd
 th

ey
 la

y 
eg

gs
 

Th
e 

at
te

nt
io

n 
it 

w
ou

ld
 g

am
er

 fo
r p

re
da

to
rs

. 
M

y 
ne

ig
hb

or
s 

be
hi

nd
 m

e 
ha

ve
 c

hi
ck

en
s 

an
d 

m
y 

m
om

 s
aw

 a
 bo

bc
at

 in
 th

e 
ya

rd
 o

ne
 d

ay
. 

It 
m

ak
es

 m
e 

af
ra

id
 fo

r n
ei

gh
bo

rh
oo

d 
ch

ild
re

n'
s 

an
d 

pe
ts

. 

Th
er

e 
ne

ed
s 

to
 b

e 
on

go
in

g 
re

gu
la

tio
n 

(c
od

e 
co

m
pl

ia
nc

e)
 r

eg
ar

di
ng

 e
nc

lo
su

re
 s

ize
, a

ni
m

al
 

ne
gl

ec
t, 

cr
ue

lty
, n

oi
se

, o
do

r a
nd

 p
es

t c
on

tro
l. 

Fa
ilu

re
 to

 c
on

tro
l o

r c
or

re
ct

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 s

ub
je

ct
 

to
 lo

ss
 o

f p
er

m
it. 

Th
e 

bi
gg

er
 y

ou
r y

ar
d 

is 
th

e 
m

or
e 

ch
ick

en
s 

yo
u 

ca
n 

ha
ve

. 

It's
 a

bo
ut

 ti
m

e.
 S

he
rw

oo
d 

is 
a 

fa
rm

 fr
ie

nd
ly

 to
w

n.
 C

hi
ck

en
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
a 

no
 b

ra
in

er
. 

C
hi

ck
en

s 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

tre
at

ed
 li

ke
 o

th
er

 p
et

s,
 th

ey
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 a
llo

w
ed

 a
s 

lo
ng

 a
s 

pe
op

le
 g

ive
 

th
em

 a
de

qu
at

e 
sp

ac
e 

an
d 

ca
re

. I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
on

 p
ro

pe
r c

hi
ck

en
 k

ee
pi

ng
 p

ra
ct

ice
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e.

 M
an

ua
l o

r c
hi

ck
en

s 
ke

ep
in

g 
cla

ss
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

gr
ea

t! 



Se
em

s 
kin

da
 o

f s
illy

 to
 b

e 
ha

vin
g 

th
is 

di
sc

us
sio

n 
in 

20
15

. C
hi

ck
en

s 
ar

e 
no

t t
he

 e
ne

m
y.

 

O
nl

y 
co

nc
er

n 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

if 
th

e 
ch

ick
en

s 
st

ar
t w

an
de

rin
g.

 C
hi

ck
en

s 
ha

ve
 a

 te
nd

en
cy

 to
 

es
ca

pe
 li

ttl
e 

fe
nc

es
 a

nd
 li

ke
 to

 ro
am

. 
Th

er
e 

sh
ou

ld
 a

bs
ol

ut
el

y 
be

 re
st

ric
tio

ns
 m

ak
in

g 
su

re
 

th
ey

 a
re

 n
ot

 a
llo

w
ed

 to
 ro

am
 fr

ee
 o

ff 
pr

op
er

ty
. 

Irs
 a

 fu
n 

an
d 

ea
sy

 w
ay

 fo
r k

id
s 

to
 c

on
n3

ct
 w

ith
 th

ei
r f

oo
d 

an
d 

al
lo

w
s 

fa
m

ilie
s 

to
 ra

ise
 p

ro
te

in
 

in
 a

 sm
al

l a
re

a.
 

Th
ey

're
 h

on
es

tly
 n

ot
 v

er
y 

di
ffe

re
nt

 fr
om

 p
et

 c
at

s,
 ra

bb
~s

. i
ns

id
e 

bi
rd

s,
 a

nd
 d

og
s.

 It
 is

 s
illy

 to
 

ha
ve

 to
 g

o 
th

ro
ug

h 
al

l t
hi

s.
 

D
o 

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 a

 fa
vo

r a
nd

 m
ak

e 
it 

as
 e

as
y 

as
 p

os
si

bl
e 

fo
r p

eo
pl

e 
to 

ra
ise

 th
ei

r o
w

n 
fo

od
 

Be
sid

es
 c

oo
ps

, c
hi

ck
en

 tr
ac

to
rs

 a
re

 a
 Ls

ef
ul

 w
ay

 to
 m

an
ag

e 
a 

co
up

le
 o

f c
hi

ck
en

s.
 Y

ou
 g

et
 

ju
st

 e
no

ug
h 

eg
gs

 fo
r a

 fa
m

ily
 o

f 4
. 

G
ive

n 
th

e 
re

ce
nt

 u
ps

ur
ge

 in
 u

rb
an

 fl
oc

ks
 it

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ni

ce
 to

 h
av

e 
Sh

er
w

oo
d 

ke
ep

in
g 

up
 w

ith
 

th
e 

tim
es

! 

Pe
op

le
 s

ho
ul

d 
ha

ve
 fr

ee
 a

cc
es

s 
to 

ch
ick

en
 ra

isi
ng

 o
n 

th
ei

r o
wn

 p
ro

pe
rty

. 

Pl
ea

se
, y

ou
 a

llo
w

 d
og

s 
an

d 
ca

ts
, a

ll s
ur

ro
un

di
ng

 c
om

m
un

itie
s 

al
lo

w
 a

 lim
ite

d 
am

ou
nt

 o
f 

ch
ick

en
s,

 p
le

as
e 

al
lo

w
 S

he
rw

oo
d 

re
sid

en
ts

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
op

po
rtu

ni
ty

. 

It 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 to
 h

av
e 

ch
ick

en
s,

 w
ith

 th
e 

op
tio

n 
to

 h
av

e 
"w

el
fa

re
 c

he
ck

s"
 if

 th
er

e 
w

as
 

a 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

, a
nd

 th
en

 b
e 

ha
nd

le
d 

re
sp

ec
tfu

lly
 a

nd
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
ly.

 

I t
hi

nk
 a

 lo
w

er
 b

ar
rie

r t
o 

en
try

 w
ill 

al
so

 a
llo

w
 fo

r m
or

e 
le

ga
l c

hi
ck

en
s .

.. 
Th

er
e 

ar
e 

se
ve

ra
l 

ille
ga

l c
hi

ck
en

s 
in

 th
e 
c
~
 c

ur
re

nt
ly 

du
e 

to
 th

e 
hi

gh
 p

er
m

it 
co

st
 (a

lo
ng

 w
ith

 p
eo

pl
e'

s 
ch

oi
ce

 to
 

ge
t c

hi
ck

en
s 

re
ga

rd
le

ss
) 

A
 st

ru
ct

ur
e 

fo
r c

om
pl

ai
nt

s 
th

at
 is

 ea
sy

 t·:
l a

cc
es

s 
an

d 
qu

ick
 to

 re
so

lve
. 

C
le

an
lin

es
s 

of
 th

e 
ar

ea
 u

se
d.

 

D
ise

as
e!

 I 
liv

e 
in

 o
ld

 to
w

n 
an

d 
st

ro
ng

ly
 o

pp
os

e 
al

lo
w

in
g 

ba
ck

 y
ar

d 
ch

ick
en

s.
 

Be
 lo

gi
ca

l. 
A

 fe
w

 c
hi

ck
en

s 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

o•
: i

f t
he

ir 
ar

ea
 is

 k
ep

t c
le

an
. 

D
isp

os
al

 o
f s

oi
le

d 
be

dd
in

g.
 In

 y
ar

d 
de

br
is

 bi
n?

 

I'm
 ve

ry
 m

uc
h 

in
 fa

vo
r! 

M
y 

ne
ig

hb
or

's
 do

gs
 a

re
 fa

r m
or

e 
an

no
yin

g 
th

an
 c

hi
ck

en
s 

co
ul

d 
ev

er
 

be
. 

Ye
s.

 I
f a

llo
w

 c
hi

ck
en

s,
 w

ha
t a

re
 y

ou
 g

oi
ng

 to
 d

o 
w

he
n 

th
e 

do
gs

 th
at

 m
os

t o
f u

s 
ha

ve
 s

ta
rt 

ba
rk

in
g 

at
 th

e 
ch

ick
en

s 
ne

xt
 d

oo
r?

 A
re

 y
ou

 th
en

 n
ot

 g
oi

ng
 to

 e
nf

or
ce

 th
at

 n
oi

se
 re

st
ric

tio
n?

 
O

r i
s 

th
at

 e
nf

or
ce

ab
le

 b
y 

th
e 

lo
ca

l s
he

lte
r?

 I
 se

e 
th

is 
cr

ea
tin

g 
m

or
e 

pr
ob

le
m

s 
th

at
 it

 so
lve

s.
 

W
ha

t a
bo

ut
 v

io
la

tio
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

w
ee

ke
nd

s 
wh

en
 c

od
e 

en
fo

rc
em

en
t o

ffi
ce

r i
s 

no
t a

va
ila

bl
e?

 
H

ow
 a

re
 w

e 
go

in
g 

to
 ju

dg
e 

w
ha

t o
do

r i
s 

to
o 

of
fe

ns
ive

? 
W

ha
t a

bo
ut

 th
e 

wi
nd

 b
lo

w
in

g 
th

e 
sm

el
l o

ve
r s

o 
th

at
 n

ei
gh

bo
rs

 c
an

't 
ke

ep
 th

ei
r w

in
do

w
s 

op
en

 s
o 

th
ey

 d
on

't 
ge

t s
m

el
ls 

of
 

ch
ick

en
 fe

ce
s 

co
m

in
g 

in
sid

e 
th

ei
r h

om
t;?

 I
s 

it r
ig

ht
 to

 g
ra

nt
 a

 rig
ht

 to
 a

 fe
w

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 

in
co

nv
en

ie
nc

e 
&

 tru
m

p 
th

e 
m

aj
or

ity
 o

f u
s 

w
ho

 d
on

't h
av

e 
th

em
? 

W
e 

liv
e 

in
 a

 ci
ty

 th
at

 is
 

ho
us

ed
 to

o 
clo

se
 to

ge
th

er
 to

 h
av

e 
ch

ick
en

s.
 M

os
t o

f o
ur

 h
ou

sin
g 

is
 o

n 
lo

ts
 s

m
al

le
r t

ha
n 

5,
00

0 
sq

. f
t. 

&
 th

er
e 

ju
st

 is
n'

t r
oo

m
. 

M
ov

e 
ou

t o
f t

he
 c

ity
 lim

its
 if

 yo
u 

do
n'

t l
ike

 il
l 

M
y 

m
ai

n 
co

nc
er

n 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

gr
ou

nd
 w

at
er

 co
nt

am
in

at
io

n.
 I

n 
ot

he
r c

iti
es

 th
e 
pe

rm
~ 

is 
fre

e 
on

ce
 th

ey
 in

sp
ec

t t
he

 ru
n 

an
d 

m
ak

e 
su

re
 ir

s 
sa

fe
 fo

r t
he

 b
ird

s 
an

d 
th

e 
en

vir
on

m
en

t. 

Du
ck

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r p

ou
ltr

y 
sh

ou
ld

 be
 c

on
sid

er
ed

 a
s 

w
el

l. 

Du
ck

s 
to

o 
pl

ea
se

! 

I w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 th

e 
te

rm
 "c

hi
ck

en
s•

 c
ha

ng
ed

 to
 "d

om
es

tic
 fo

wt
• a

s 
th

at
 w

ou
ld

 g
ive

 re
sid

en
ts

 th
e 

op
tio

n 
of

 ra
isi

ng
 d

uc
ks

, g
am

e 
he

ns
, q

ua
il,

 a
nd

 s
o 

on
. 

Pe
op

le
 d

on
't 

no
rm

al
ly 

ha
ve

 b
ac

ky
ar

d 
ch

ick
en

s 
to

 ra
ise

 th
em

 a
nd

 s
el

l. 
Th

ey
 h

av
e 

th
em

 fo
r 

th
e 

eg
gs

. 
Th

is 
ne

ed
s 

to
 b

e 
ke

pt
 in

 p
er

sp
ec

tiv
e!

 

Le
t u

s 
ha

ve
 g

ee
se

 to
o 

R
ai

sin
g 

an
im

al
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

ch
ick

en
s 

w
ou

ld
 p

ro
vid

e 
a 

gr
ea

t o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 fo
r S

he
rw

oo
d 

yo
ut

h 
to

 
le

ar
n 

ab
ou

t r
ai

sin
g 

an
d 

ca
rin

g 
fo

r a
ni

m
al

s,
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 th
os

e 
yo

ut
h 

th
at

 a
sp

ire
 to

 h
av

e 
a 

ca
re

er
 in

 th
e 

ar
ea

 o
f a

ni
m

al
 s

cie
nc

e 
an

d/
or

 v
et

er
in

ar
y 

ca
re

. O
th

er
 s

m
al

l f
ow

l s
uc

h 
as

 d
uc

ks
 

sh
ou

ld
 a

lso
 b

e 
al

lo
w

ed
 in

 th
e 

cit
y 

lim
its

 (w
ith

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
re

gu
la

tio
ns

 a
s 

ch
ick

en
s)

 b
ec

au
se

 
so

m
e 

m
ay

 p
re

fe
r t

he
m

 o
ve

r c
hi

ck
en

s.
 

I t
hi

nk
 th

at
 h

av
in

g 
ba

ck
ya

rd
 h

en
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
a 

rig
ht

. T
he

y 
pr

ov
id

e 
eg

gs
, w

hi
ch

 is
 a

 n
ut

rit
io

us
 

fo
od

. I
 th

in
k 

if 
a 

pe
rs

on
 h
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 a

 rig
ht

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
do

g 
or

 c
at

, a
 pe

rs
on

 s
ho

ul
d 

al
so

 h
av

e 
a 

rig
ht

 to
 

ha
ve

 a
 fe

w
 h

en
s.

 

Su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

liv
in

g 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ou
r r

ig
ht

! 

W
e 

th
in

k 
ev

er
yo

ne
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 a
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e 
to

 ra
ise

 c
hi

ck
en

s 
an

d 
it 

sh
ou

ld
n'

t b
e 

co
st

 p
ro

hi
bi

tiv
e.

 

Al
lo

w
in

g 
ba

ck
ya

rd
 c

hi
ck

en
s 

w
ill 

br
in

g 
ev

en
 m

or
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 to

 th
e 

to
wn

 a
nd

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e,

 he
al

th
y 

liv
in

g.
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

 fo
r r

ee
va

lu
at

in
g 
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is 

iss
ue

. 

I t
ru

ly 
th

in
k 

th
at

 b
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ar

d 
ch

ick
en

s 
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e 
a 

w
on
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rfu

l a
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itio
n 

to
 c

itie
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 It
 is

 a
 w
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rfu
l w

ay
 to

 
he
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ed
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ou
r f
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. A
 h
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lth

y 
ca
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d 

fo
r c

hi
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en
 w
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no

t s
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d 
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se
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e.

 T
he

 ri
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s 
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r 
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se
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e 
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e 
on

ly 
hi
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 in
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e 
op

er
at

io
ns

 w
he

re
 th

e 
ch

ick
en

s 
ca
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ot

 b
e 

in
di

vid
ua

lly
 c

ar
ed

 
fo

r b
y 

lo
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ng
 o

w
ne

rs
. 
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 n

ot
 a
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st
 s
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e 
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 s
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 a
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be

r o
f c

hi
ck

en
s 

an
d 

no
 ro

os
te

rs
. 

A
 cl
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n 
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r c
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p 
do
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 n

ot
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m
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l. 
O

ne
 o

f t
he

 b
es

t t
hi

ng
s 

to
 p

ut
 o

n 
th

e 
gr

ou
nd

 o
f a

 co
up

 is
 s

an
d 

an
d 

th
en

 th
e 

to
p 

ca
n 

be
 s

ift
ed

 a
nd

 th
e 

m
an

ur
e 

re
m

ov
ed

 fr
om

 
th

e 
co

op
 w

ee
kly

. 
He

ns
 a

re
 re

as
on

ab
ly 

qu
ie

t d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

da
y,

 th
ou

gh
 s

om
e 

do
 lik

e 
to

 c
al

l 
ou

t w
he

n 
la

yin
g.

 B
ut

 a
s 

m
os

t p
eo

pl
e 

ar
e 

ou
t a

t w
or

k 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

da
y 

th
e 

oc
ca

sio
na

l s
ou

nd
 

sh
ou

ld
 n

ot
 lik

el
y 

be
 th

ou
gh

t t
oo

 te
rri

bl
e.

 B
y 

ev
en

in
g 

th
e 

he
ns

 h
av

e 
se

ttl
ed

 in
to

 th
ei

r c
ou

p 
an

d 
ar

e 
ex

tre
m

el
y 

qu
ie

t, 
th

ey
 w

ill 
no

t d
ist

ur
b 

an
yo

ne
's 

sle
ep

. 
I w

ou
ld

 re
al

ly 
en

jo
y 

th
e 

op
po

rtu
ni

ty
 to

 k
ee

p 
he

ns
 in

 m
y 

ba
ck

 y
ar

d.
 I'

ve
 k

ep
t h

en
s 

be
fo

re
 a

nd
 w

as
 d

isa
pp

oi
nt

ed
 to

 
he

ar
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

es
se

nt
ia

lly
 ill

eg
al

 h
er

e 
in

 S
he

rw
oo

d.
 M

y 
ne

ig
hb

or
s 

be
fo

re
 lo

ve
d 

m
y 

co
up

, i
t 

w
as

 b
ui

lt 
to

 m
at

ch
 th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

e 
of

 o
ur

 h
om

e 
an

d 
bl

en
de

d 
in 

ni
ce

ly 
an

d 
w

as
 a

lw
ay

s 
cle

an
. 

Th
e 

he
ns

 w
er

e 
w

el
l s

oc
ia

liz
ed

 a
nd

 c
ar

ed
 fo

r, 
I n

ev
er

 lo
st

 a
 he

n 
to

 s
ick

ne
ss

. 

W
ith

 th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

s 
of

 th
e 

co
m

m
er

cia
l e

gg
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
pr

ac
tic

es
 c

ou
pl

ed
 w

ith
 th

in
ks

 li
ke

 a
via

n 
flu

, it
 is

 p
ru

de
nt

 th
at

 c
itie

s 
pr

om
ot

e 
lo

ca
l f

oo
d 

re
so

ur
ce

s.
 C

hi
ck

en
s 

ar
e 

on
e 

w
ay

 to
 d

o 
th

is.
 



C
hi

ck
en

s 
ar

e 
a 

va
lu

ab
le

 s
ou

rc
e 

of
 fo

od
 a

nd
 p

ro
vid

e 
fre

e 
fe

rti
liz

er
 fo

r g
ar

de
ns

 a
s 

we
ll 

as
 h

el
p 

w
ith

 w
ee

ds
. E

ve
ry

on
e 

sh
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 th
em

 if
 th

ey
 c

ho
os

e.
 

No
 re

st
ric

tio
ns

. 
Ev

er
yo

ne
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 a
bl

e 
to

 r
ai

se
 th

ei
r o

wn
 fo

od
 r

es
ou

rc
es

. 

No
 r

es
tri

ct
io

ns
. B

ar
kin

g 
do

gs
 a

nd
 la

w
nm

ow
er

s 
ar

e 
m

or
e 

of
 a

 n
ui

sa
nc

e.
 C

hi
ck

en
s 

pr
ov

id
e 

a 
w

ay
 fo

r f
am

ilie
s 

to
 ra

ise
 a

 co
st

 e
ffe

ct
iv

e 
so

ur
ce

 o
f o

rg
an

ic 
pr

ot
ei

n.
 

I w
ou

ld
 lo

ve
 to

 h
av

e 
ch

ick
en

s 
ag

ai
n!

 I
 th

in
k 

th
is 

is 
a 

gr
ea

t i
de

a!
! 

Le
t p

eo
pl

e 
do

 w
ha

t t
he

y 
w

an
t a

nd
 d

on
't 

co
m

pl
ai

n 
ab

ou
t y

ou
r n

ei
gh

bo
r 

Sh
er

w
oo

d 
is 

th
e 

on
ly 

ci
ty

 in
 o

re
go

n 
no

t t
o 

al
lo

w
 th

em
! 

Th
is 

is 
sil

ly!
 I

f I
 w

an
t c

hi
ck

en
s 

in 
m

y 
ya

rd
 a

nd
 th

ey
 a

re
n'

t b
ot

he
rin

g 
an

y 
on

e 
I s

ho
ul

d 
ha

ve
, 

gr
ew

 u
p 

ha
vin

g 
ch

ick
en

s 
m

y 
pa

re
nt

s 
ne

ve
r h

ad
 to

 g
et

 p
er

m
iss

io
n 

th
is 

cit
y 

lo
ve

s 
to

 m
an

y 
ru

le
s,

 c
ra

zy
! 

Al
lo

w
 c

hi
ck

en
s!

 

Pl
ea

se
 a

llo
w

 th
em

! 

Ye
s,

 fi
na

lly
!!!

 

Th
e 

ci
ty

 s
ho

ul
d 

ge
t o

ut
 o

f t
he

 p
eo

pl
e'

s 
liv

es
. T

hi
s 

is 
a 

wa
y 

to
 c

on
tro

l t
he

 p
eo

pl
e.

 T
he

 c
ity

 a
re

 
th

e 
ro

ya
ls 

an
d 

th
e 

pe
op

le
 a

re
 c

om
m

on
er

s 
or

 ju
st

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 th

ey
 h

av
e 

to
 s

cr
ap

e 
of

 th
ei

r 
bo

ot
s 

Ba
rk

in
g 

do
gs

 th
e 

ne
ig

hb
or

ho
od

 b
ut

 n
o 

clu
ck

in
g 

ch
ick

en
s.

 W
e 

co
ul

d 
ha

ve
 n

ei
gh

bo
rs

 th
at

 a
re

 
th

ie
ve

s 
br

ea
k 

in 
th

e 
ho

us
es

 a
nd

 s
el

lin
g 

dr
ug

s 
fro

m
 th

e 
ho

us
e 

bu
t n

o 
ch

ick
en

s.
 to

 m
e 

ch
ick

en
s 

ar
e 

ve
ry

 p
ea

ce
fu

l t
o 

lis
te

n 
to

. 
To

 k
ee

p 
th

e 
bu

gs
 o

ut
 in

 th
e 

ba
ck

ya
rd

 w
hi

ch
 s

av
es

 
m

on
ey

 o
n 

sp
ra

y.
 

Pe
op

le
 c

oo
kin

g 
on

 s
al

e 
ph

on
es

 I
 se

e 
al

l t
he

 ti
m

e 
yo

u 
w

ill 
ne

ve
r f

in
d 

a 
ch

ick
en

 th
at

 w
ill 

do
 s

om
et

hi
ng

 a
ga

in
st

 th
e 

la
w

. 

Li
vin

g 
w

ith
 c

hi
ck

en
s,

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
pr

op
er

 re
st

ric
tio

ns
, i

s 
no

 m
or

e 
of

 a
 n

ui
sa

nc
e 

th
an

 li
vin

g 
w

ith
 

do
gs

. E
xc

ep
t t

ha
t c

hi
ck

en
s 

ar
e 

m
or

e 
us

ef
ul

. I
t's

 o
ut

ra
ge

ou
s 

th
at

 s
om

eo
ne

 w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

to
 

pa
y 

th
ou

sa
nd

s 
of

 d
ol

la
rs

 to
 b

e 
al

lo
w

ed
 to

 ra
ise

 a
 co

up
le

 o
f c

hi
ck

en
s 

in 
th

ei
r b

ac
k 

ya
rd

. 

Ev
er

y 
m

or
ni

ng
 w

e 
he

ar
 th

e 
ro

os
te

rs
 d

ow
n 

th
e 

st
re

et
 a

nd
 I

 a
m

 c
on

st
an

tly
 th

in
kin

g 
ab

ou
t 

ch
ick

en
 d

in
ne

r. 
Lo

l. 
Se

rio
us

ly
 I

 liv
e 

in 
th

e 
cit

y 
no

t i
n 

th
e 

co
un

try
. 

W
e 

w
ou

ld
 lo

ve
 to

 ra
ise

 th
em

! 

Th
ey

 w
ou

ld
 c

ut
 b

ac
k 

on
 p

es
ts

! T
he

y 
ea

t t
he

m
!;)

 

I f
ee

l t
ha

t t
he

 c
ur

re
nt

 c
os

t f
or

 g
ro

w
in

g 
ba

ck
ya

rd
 c

hi
ck

en
s 

in 
Sh

er
w

oo
d 

is 
pr

et
ty

 o
ut

ra
ge

ou
s.

 
In 

fa
ct

, 
it 

is 
pr

oh
ib

itiv
e 

fo
r m

an
y 

pe
op

le
. 

If 
I w

er
e 

gr
ow

in
g 

ch
ick

en
s 

in 
m

y 
ba

ck
ya

rd
, i

t w
ou

ld
 

be
 fo

r t
he

 p
ur

po
se

 o
f p

ro
vid

in
g 

fre
sh

, o
rg

an
ic 

eg
gs

 fo
r m

y 
fa

m
ily

 w
hi

ch
 I

 ca
nn

ot
 a

ffo
rd

 to
 

pu
rc

ha
se

 a
t t

he
 m

ar
ke

t. 
In

 e
ffe

ct
, t

he
 c

ity
 is

 d
en

yin
g 

m
e 

qu
al

ity
, h

ea
lth

y 
fo

od
 b

y 
im

po
sin

g 
so

 m
uc

h 
co

st
 fo

r d
oi

ng
 s

om
et

hi
ng

 th
at

 n
o 

on
e 

w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

th
ou

gh
t t

w
ice

 a
bo

ut
 7

5 
ye

ar
s 

ag
o.

 

Th
ei

r p
oo

 m
ak

es
 g

oo
d 

fe
rti

liz
er

 fo
r o

rg
an

ic 
ga

rd
en

in
g!

 

Le
t's

 g
et

 it
 d

on
e!

 T
hi

s 
is 

ta
kin

g 
Sh

er
w

oo
d 

to
 lo

ng
. 

Al
lo

w
 c

hi
ck

en
s 

to
da

y.
 D

on
't 

de
pr

ive
 p

eo
pl

e 
of

 fo
od

. 

Al
lo

w
in

g 
ch

ick
en

s 
pr

ov
id

es
 fa

m
ilie

s 
w

ith
 a

 su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

so
ur

ce
 o

f f
oo

d 
as

 w
el

l a
s 

th
e 

jo
y 

an
d 

pl
ea

su
re

 if
 a

 p
et

. 
C

hi
ck

en
s 

ar
e 

ce
rta

in
ly 

no
 n

oi
si

er
 th

an
 th

e 
m

an
y 

do
gs

 th
at

 p
er

si
st

 in
 

ba
rk

in
g 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
da

y 
in 

m
y 

ne
ig

hb
or

ho
od

. 
Th

e 
ci

tiz
en

s 
of

 S
he

rw
oo

d 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 to
 ra

ise
 4

 o
r f

ew
er

 c
hi

ck
en

s.
 

M
y 

fa
m

ily
 c

ro
ss

ed
 S

he
rw

oo
d 

of
f o

ur
 li

st
 o

f p
os

sib
le

 p
la

ce
s 

to
 li

ve
 d

ue
 to

 th
e 

ch
ick

en
 

re
st

ric
tio

ns
. 

I'd
 lo

ve
 to

 s
ee

 th
is 

ch
an

ge
 fo

r t
he

 b
et

te
r. 

Ye
s,

 w
ith

 v
er

y 
lim

ite
d 

re
st

ric
tio

ns
. 

No
 ro

os
te

rs
 is

 re
as

on
ab

le
, a

s 
is 

a 
lim

it 
su

ch
 a

s 
te

n 
or

 
un

de
r w

ith
ou

t a
 p

er
m

it.
 Y

ou
r c

ur
re

nt
 ru

le
 g

ua
ra

nt
ee

s 
I w

ill 
ne

ve
r l

ive
 in

 y
ou

r t
ow

n.
 

Al
lo

w
in

g 
ch

ick
en

s 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

gr
ea

t. 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 o

n 
m

ov
in

g 
to

 y
ou

r a
re

a 
bu

t w
on

't 
m

ov
e 

un
til 

I 
fin

d 
a 

to
w

n 
lik

e 
m

in
e .

. W
e 

ar
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 to
 h

av
e 

po
ul

try
 a

nd
 a

ny
 m

in
ia

tu
re

 li
ve

st
oc

k 
in 

ci
ty

 
lim

its
 

W
ou

ld
 th

er
e 

be
 fe

es
 im

po
se

d 
fo

r t
ho

se
 w

ho
 fa

il 
to

 fo
llo

w
 th

e 
re

gu
la

tio
ns

 a
nd

 r
ul

es
 fo

r 
ba

ck
ya

rd
 c

hi
ck

en
s?

 H
ow

 w
ou

ld
 th

e 
ne

w
 re

gu
la

tio
ns

 b
e 

ha
nd

le
d 

an
d 

m
ad

e 
su

re
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

be
in

g 
fo

llo
w

ed
? 

W
he

re
 w

ou
ld

 c
om

pl
ai

nt
s 

go
 &

 wh
o 

w
ou

ld
 h

an
dl

e 
th

es
e 

to
 e

ns
ur

e 
re

sid
en

ts
 

ar
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

e 
re

gu
la

tio
ns

? 

De
al

 w
ith

 p
ro

bl
em

s 
as

 th
ey

 h
ap

pe
n 

lik
e 

w
ith

 o
th

er
 a

ni
m

al
s 

pe
op

le
 h

av
e 

su
ch

 a
s 

do
gs

, c
at

s,
 

et
c.

 

I w
ou

ld
 w

an
t t

he
 h

om
e 

ow
ne

rs
 a

ss
oc

ia
tio

n 
to

 a
gr

ee
 w

ith
 th

es
e 

te
rm

s,
 a

nd
 c

hi
ck

en
s 

al
lo

w
ed

 
in 

W
oo

dh
av

en
. 

W
e 

ar
e 

a 
fa

rm
in

g 
co

m
m

un
ity

 a
nd

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 a

llo
w

ed
 to

 k
ee

p 
ba

ck
ya

rd
 c

hi
ck

en
s.

 

C
hi

ck
en

s 
in 

hi
gh

 d
en

si
ty

 n
ei

gh
bo

rh
oo

ds
 a

re
 ju

st
 n

ot
 fe

as
ib

le
, i

f y
ou

 w
an

t c
hi

ck
en

s,
 y

ou
 

sh
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

so
m

e 
la

nd
. 

I b
el

ie
ve

 th
at

 e
ve

n 
if 

en
clo

se
d,

 th
e 

ch
ick

en
 w

ill 
ge

t l
oo

se
 a

t s
om

e 
tim

e 
an

d 
w

on
de

r t
he

 n
ei

gh
bo

rh
oo

d.
 T

he
n 

th
ey

 b
ec

om
e 

a 
pr

ob
le

m
 to

 a
ll 

re
sid

en
ts

. W
ou

ld
 

th
e 

ow
ne

rs
 b

e 
fin

ed
 if

 th
e 

ch
ick

en
s 

ge
t l

oo
se

? 
If 

th
e 

ch
ick

en
s 

ge
t l

oo
se

, w
ho

 c
le

an
s 

up
 th

e 
w

as
te

 th
ey

 le
av

e 
be

hi
nd

? 
H

ow
 c

ou
ld

 a
 n

ei
gh

bo
r e

nf
or

ce
 c

le
an

 u
p 

of
 w

as
te

 o
r d

es
tru

ct
io

n 
of

 
pr

op
er

ty
? 

G
et

 la
nd

 h
av

e 
ch

ick
en

s.
 

To
o 

m
an

y 
co

nc
er

ns
 to

 v
oi

ce
 th

em
 a

ll. 
Pl

ea
se

 d
on

't 
fo

rc
e 

th
is 

on
 c

itiz
en

s.
 

C
hi

ck
en

s 
do

 n
ot

 b
el

on
g 

w
ith

in
 c

ity
 li

m
its

! 
Pr

op
er

tie
s 

ar
e 

wa
y 

to
o 

clo
se

 to
ge

th
er

. 
Ev

en
 if

 th
e 

cit
y 

pu
ts

 re
st

ric
tio

ns
 o

n 
pr

op
er

ty
 s

ize
 a

nd
 n

um
be

r/s
ex

 o
f c

hi
ck

en
s,

 it
 w

ou
ld

 c
au

se
 p

ro
bl

em
s.

 
Sm

el
l, 

pe
st

s,
 a

nn
oy

in
g 

ro
os

te
r c

ro
w

in
g,

 e
tc

. 

C
hi

ck
en

s 
ar

e 
fa

rm
 a

ni
m

al
s 

th
at

 if
 n

ot
 te

nd
ed

 d
ai

ly 
w

ill 
ge

ne
ra

te
 o

do
r a

nd
 a

ttr
ac

t s
ku

nk
s,

 
ra

cc
oo

ns
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 ro
de

nt
s.

 
M

an
y 

pe
op

le
 c

an
't 

re
sp

on
sib

ly 
pi

ck
 u

p 
af

te
r t

he
ir 

do
gs

 in
 o

ur
 

pa
rk

s 
w

he
re

 fr
ee

 b
ag

s 
ar

e 
pr

ov
id

ed
 a

nd
 th

is 
is 

ha
rd

 to
 e

nf
or

ce
. 

H
ow

 w
ou

ld
 S

he
rw

oo
d 

en
fo

rc
e 

ch
ick

en
 s

ta
nd

ar
ds

 o
n 

pr
iva

te
 p

ro
pe

rty
 a

ffe
ct

iv
el

y?
 

C
hi

ck
en

s 
ar

e 
fa

rm
 a

ni
m

al
s 

un
lik

e 
ca

ts
 o

r d
og

s.
 L

ea
ve

 th
em

 o
n 

th
e 

fa
rm

 a
nd

 m
ay

be
 ju

st
 

m
ay

be
 J

en
ni

fe
r H

ar
ris

 n
ee

ds
 to

 b
e 

pu
t o

ut
 to

 p
as

tu
re

 w
ith

 th
is 

id
io

tic
 c

hi
ck

en
 id

ea
. 

W
e 

ju
st

 



go
t r

id
 o

f t
he

 ta
nn

er
y 

an
d 

no
w

 H
ar

ris
 w

an
ts

 to
 s

m
el

l c
hi

ck
en

 s
tin

k.
 I

f t
hi

s 
pa

ss
es

 I
 su

gg
es

t 
an

 a
m

en
dm

en
t t

ha
t J

en
ni

fe
r H

ar
ris

 is
 re

qu
ire

d 
to

 h
av

e 
5 

ch
ick

en
s 

in 
he

r b
ac

ky
ar

d 
wh

ile
 s

he
 

is 
a 

ci
ty

 c
ou

nc
ilo

r s
o 

sh
e 

ha
s 

to
 s

m
el

l t
he

 c
ra

p 
lik

e 
th

e 
re

st
 o

f u
s 

cit
ize

ns
. 

W
e 

ne
ed

 to
 s

m
el

l 
ch

ick
en

s 
lik

e 
we

 n
ee

d 
a 

ho
le

 in
 th

e 
he

ad
. 

D
um

be
st

 id
ea

 I'
ve

 h
ea

rd
 fo

r S
he

rw
oo

d 
in 

m
y 

11
 

ye
ar

s 
he

re
. 

C
hi

ck
en

s 
at

tra
ct

 ra
ts

, m
ice

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 ro

de
nt

s 
to

 e
at

 th
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SRCily d erwoo 
Oregon 

Home of the Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge 

Staff Revised Recommendation 

Proposed Code 
Amendment 

Draft Language 

Original Draft language is in Blue underline 

Staff recommended changes in green underline 

MUNICIPAL CODE 

TITLE &-ANIMALS 

Chapter 6.03 Backyard Chickens 

6.03.010 Purpose: Residents of the City will be allowed to keep chickens. subject to the 
requirements of this Chapter. 

6.03.020. Number of Chickens Licensed 

A. Up to three (3) hens may be kept on properties at least 5,000 square feet in size. 

B. Up to five (5) hens may be kept on properties at least 10,000 square feet in size. 

C. No roosters may be kept within the City. 

D. Chicks up to 12 weeks old may be kept indoors and are not subject to the limitations 
of (1) and (2) above. 

6.03.030. Location Requirements 

A. Chickens will only be kept on property that is occupied by a detached single-family 
dwelling. 

B. Chickens may only be kept upon property that is the principal residence of the owner 
of the chickens. 

C. Chickens and ch icken enclosures may not be located in any area between the 
primary dwelling and the front property line. 

D. Chicken enclosures must be at least ten (1 0) feet from the property line and at least 
twenty-five (25) feet from any abutting dwell ing unit. 

6.03.040. Conditions of License 

ATTACHMENT F



A. Chicken Enclosures 

1. Chickens must be kept within a secure enclosure at night. During daylight hours. 
chickens must be kept within a secure enclosure unless under direct supervision 
within a fenced yard. 

2. Allowing chickens to enter adjoining properties is prohibited. 

3. Enclosures must be kept clean, dry, in good repair and not cause an odor that is 
unreasonably offensive or annoying to residents within the immediate vicinity . 

4. Enclosures must be designed to prevent the entry of rodents and predators and must 
effectively contain and protect the chickens. 

5. Enclosures must be designed so that they are not a breeding place or likely breeding 
place for rodents. flies or other pests. 

B. Chickens must be kept for personal . non-commercial use onlv. No person may sell eggs 
or engage in ch icken breeding or fertilizer production for commercial purposes. 

6.03.050 Procedure 

A. In a residential zone, a resident who wants to raise chickens per the requirements of 
this Chapter must obtain a license and demonstrate compliance with the above criteria. 
6.03.040 and pay a processing fee. 

B. Tenants and renters of property may keep chickens only with the written permission 
of the property owner included with the license request. 

C. Within 14 days following the approval of a license application , the City will provide 
written notice by first class mail to all property owners immediately abutting the license 
holder's property. The notice must contain the name and address of the license 
holder's contact information for persons to seek information or file complaints. 

6.03.060 Penalty: Violations of this section are classified as a Class C violation punishable 
by up to a two hundred fifty dollar ($250) fine . 

Chapter 6.04 Dogs (existing) 
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More on next page 
Title 16 Sherwood Zoning and Development Code 
Ch t 1612 RESIDENTIAL LAND USE DISTRICTS • 

VLDR LOR MDRL MDRH 

COMMERCIAL 

• Raising of Animals other than Household Petst> c c c c 

CIVIC 

. Public Recreational Facilities6 p p p p 

§_ ExceQt for a limited number of chickens as licensed under Title 6-Anim~__gtLa_Qter 6j)3. Cb.ig_kens. 

~~Includes, but is not limited to parks, playfields, sports and racquet courts, but excludes golf courses. 

HDR 

c 

p 
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Michelle Miller 

From: Bradley Kilby 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, July 07, 2015 10:26 AM 
Michelle Miller 

Subject: FW: Chickens-Municipal Code 

Brad Kilby, AICP, Planning Manager 
22560 SW Pine Street 
Sherwood, Oregon 97140 
503-625-4206 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

From: Julia Hajduk 
Sent: Tuesday, July 07, 2015 10:25 AM 
To: Bradley Kilby 
Subject: FW: Chickens-Municipal Code 

From: Jeff Groth 
Sent: Tuesday, July 07, 2015 10:05 AM 
To: Julia Hajduk 
Cc: Joseph Gall; Tom Pessemier; Ty Hanlon 
Subject: Chickens-Municipal Code 

Julia, 
I am aware there are current discussions regarding the code to deal with backyard 
chickens. I want to share my input and desire that the code language/provisions be 
contained in chapter 6 of our current code, which deals with animals. I suspect at least 
some of the provisions needed are already contained in chapter 6. For example there is 
language regarding unreasonable noise and simply modifying it from "dogs" to "animals" 
will cover chickens as well. 

The language should contain whatever restrictions & conditions needed with clear 
language establishing violations as Class "whatever" (likely C). This will enable the 
officer, or Bill to use discretion, as with any violation, and if they issue a citation the 
violator will have a chance to plead not guilty and go before the judge for a hearing. I do 
not want a "system" that complicates enforcement by requiring letters, etc. 

1 
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From an enforcement perspective, this needs to be kept as simple and as clean as 
possible, or it will be become too burdensome for us to enforce. Keeping it simple & in 
one place will enable any police officer to locate the code, understand the code and 
enforce the code, and the burden will not fall on Bill alone or require the officer to refer 
to multiple chapters and/or deal with chapters they are unfamiliar with. This has the 
potential to be a big deal for us and it is important we keep it manageable. 

Thx-JG 

Jeff Groth 
Police Chief 
Sherwood Police Department 
grothj@sherwoodoregon.gov 
(503) 625-5523 

The difficult we do now; the impossible takes a little longer. 
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