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Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

About 2,100 people die in the U.S. each year from carbon monoxide poisoning, according to the Journal of the 
American Medical Association; another 10,000 are injured.   Carbon monoxide kills by replacing oxygen in the 
victim’s red blood cells. Though blood continues circulating through the body, there is no oxygen in the blood. 
High exposure can cause brain damage and death in a short time.  (gazettetimes.com, Carbon monoxide 
detector law begins April 1, by Emily Gillespie, Friday, March 25, 2011)  

 

Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

Effective April 1, 2011 the State of Oregon Building Codes Division has adopted the provisions for carbon 

monoxide alarms as set forth in House Bill 3450.  These provisions require the installation of carbon monoxide 

alarms in all new residential construction and when new structural permits are issued.  Additionally, the 

alarms are required to be installed when a new carbon monoxide source is added to the home.   

 

What does this mean?   

It means if you add on, remodel, or buy a carbon monoxide producing appliance, you will be required to install 

carbon monoxide alarms.   

 

Possible Carbon Monoxide sources:  a heater, fireplace, or cooking source that uses coal, kerosene, 

petroleum products, wood, natural gas or other fuel that produces CO as a by-product of combustion.  

Additionally, a garage attached to the house can communicate carbon monoxide through a direct opening into 

the living space.   

 

Alarm Requirements   

Alarms must be located in each bedroom OR within 15 feet outside of each bedroom, with an alarm on each 

story.   To meet the requirements choose one of the following: 

 
1. Single Station Alarm:   Single Station alarms can be battery operated, hard wired or plug in devices.  

Plug in devices are to be fastened to the structure.  All devices must have a battery backup.  Look for a 
UL 2034 rating.   

 
2. Combination Smoke/Carbon Monoxide Alarm:  Combination devices must be hard wired with a 

battery backup.  The smoke alarms must be interconnected so that when one smoke alarm is 
activated, they are all activated.   If you are not making changes to the interior wall or ceiling the 
smoke alarms do not have to be interconnected.  Look for ANSI/UL2034 and ANSI/UL217 or 
ANSI/UL2075 and ANSI/UL268.  

 
3. Household Detection System:  Household carbon monoxide detection systems are monitored systems 

and generally professionally installed.  They must include an audible alarm and shall be installed in 
accordance to NFPA 720 standards.   

 

Exceptions: If you are only making exterior surface changes, like the siding, roofing, or windows, carbon 

monoxide alarms will not be required.   


